
CITY OF MYRTLE CREEK
REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL

 ban
  


DATE:				April 19, 2016

PLACE:				Council Chambers, 207 NW Pleasant St., Myrtle Creek, Oregon

PRESIDING OFFICER:	Mayor Ken Brouillard

COUNCILORS PRESENT:	Council President Allan Kusler; Councilors:  Henry Stevens, Ken 						Schmidt and Susan Harris 

COUNCILORS ABSENT:	Councilor Gail Black 

					A quorum was present throughout the meeting.

STAFF IN ATTENDANCE:	City Administrator Sean Negherbon, Police Chief Don Brown, Public 					Works Director Quinn Pickering, Finance Officer Eadie Calkins and 					Fire Chief Tom Kuntz 

CALL TO ORDER:		Mayor Brouillard called the April 19, 2016 meeting to order at 5:30 PM  

PUBLIC PRESENTATIONS
Sony Murray, Main Street Myrtle Creek Association
Ms. Murray spoke to the Council about a meeting held by the Main Street Myrtle Creek Association on March 23, 2016.  At the meeting they tried to decide if they should continue the program or not.  Citing building owners’ responses to various questions the decision was made to continue with the Main Street program.  At the meeting there was a strong desire from the owners to see the town set a goal to put the above ground utility wires in underground conduit.  The members felt this would bring economic benefits to the downtown area and asked the City to pursue available grants in order to raise money towards this project.  Another issue raised was the unsightly old hospital property.  Ms. Murray said she is working with the property owner who says she is in contact with an investor to convert the hospital into a low rent housing unit.  Mayor Brouillard stated the City has not done a cost analysis of moving the above wires underground but did mention this would be a very costly and time consuming project that would involve cooperation from other agencies.  Mayor Brouillard stated this project was one of the possible goals in forming an urban renewal district.  Councilor Kusler asked if this is in the realm of what a City Council oversees.  He stated the building owners in the downtown area may find they have to bring their electric service in compliance to today’s standards and this could be very costly to them.  Ms. Murray stated she would like to seek inquiry on the cost of this project but did not want to make inquiries without approval from the City.  The Council suggested the City Administrator make an inquiry with Pacific Power to get an estimate of what it would cost to bury the overhead wires in the downtown corridor.  City Administrator Negherbon also suggested the possibility of installing charging stations in the downtown area for electric cars.  Question was asked if this would be something the City would pay for or the property owner.  Councilor Stevens stated the City seeking urban renewal funds may be too costly to the City however this is something he would encourage the business owners to research.  Councilor Stevens said to count him in for support of the project but not the financial support.  

CONSENT AGENDA
Part I – Approval of April 5, 2016 Council Meeting Minutes

Motion was made by Councilor Stevens and seconded by Councilor Schmidt to approve the minutes of April 5, 2016 as presented in the council packet.  Vote:  Motion passed unanimously.  

Part II – Approval of Payroll & Claims Report for March, 2016

Motion was made by Councilor Harris and seconded by Councilor Kusler to accept the payroll and claims report for March, 2016.  Discussion:  Councilor Schmidt said the Council has talked about supporting the 97457 area and he had concerns regarding recent expenditures to Batteries Plus and Bi-Mart.  He asked the City Administrator to look into why these purchases were made in Roseburg when there were local businesses selling the same items.  Councilor Schmidt stated his business did receive a check from the City this month.  Vote:  Motion passed unanimously.

Part III – Acknowledge Receipt of City Committees/Commission Reports

Motion was made by Councilor Schmidt and seconded by Councilor Harris to acknowledge receipt of Part III of the Consent Agenda as presented in the April 19, 2016 council packet.  Vote:  Motion passed unanimously.  

DEPARTMENT REPORTS
Finance Officer
Finance Officer Eadie Calkins submitted her report into record as written.  She praised the web payment program and stated it is going very well.  Councilor Stevens asked if Dollar General had purchased a business license.  Finance Officer Calkins affirmed they did purchase a business license.  

Police Department
Police Chief Don Brown submitted his report into record.  Chief Brown spoke about the bicycle rodeo this weekend.  He said Abby’s Pizza initially pledged 200 coupons and stated they will give as many as the attendance demands.  The event should receive a good turnout and if it should rain then they will be under cover at the Myrtle Creek Elementary playground.  He also spoke about the A.L.I.C.E. program.  

Fire Department
Fire Chief Tom Kuntz informed the Council that his department has been making preparations in retooling their equipment in anticipation of the new fire truck’s arrival.  They also have been participating in wildland fire fighter training and anticipate fire season to arrive early this year.  The high winds during the last storm caused a natural cover fire out South Myrtle and burned about a half of an acre before it was contained.  The Fire Department at their last meeting made some changes to their Officer’s roster.  The fire department will be burning down a house for the, “Learn and Burn” program on Short Street.  They have several bicycles they are donating in the bicycle rodeo raffle.  


Public Works Department
Public Works Director Quinn Pickering submitted his report into record as written.  He added the burn pile at the city yard has sand and silt in it from the cleanup during the high water and the wood debris cannot be put in the chipper because it would dull the teeth in the chipper.  He asked the Council to let the city crew burn one more time in order to get rid of the pile of debris.  Mayor Brouillard asked the Council for a consensus.  Councilor Kusler asked if we can go burn houses then why can’t the city crew burn the debris pile.  Mayor Brouillard replied it comes down to being ecologically better to chip than to burn.  Councilor Stevens said he would prefer to see them chip but understands the need to burn the debris pile.  Councilor Schmidt asked who is paying to take the tree down by the South Main Street Bridge.  City Administrator Negherbon replied Douglas County or Pacific Power will pay for the removal of the tree.  Councilor Kusler asked if the City was going to do anything about the debris in front of the coffer dam on myrtle creek.  Public Works Director Pickering replied the city crew would not be doing anything about the debris because of the permit criteria that must be obtained in order to work in the creek and the property does not belong to the City.  Councilor Kusler asked if it were to flood would the debris cause the water to back up and flood into the street.  Councilor Harris stated the environmentalists say the debris is good fish habitat.  Councilor Schmidt said he would like to see the City Administrator contact one of the local logging companies to remove the debris.  Councilor Stevens stated he is good with letting nature takes its course and leaving the debris in the creek.  Mayor Brouillard asked who was going to pay for the extraction.  City Administrator Negherbon stated you need permits from the State to work in the creek.  The Council by consensus directed the City Administrator to find out what the City can do about removing the debris in the creek.  

REGULAR AGENDA								
Down Town Flower Basket Donation 
Letter from Jo Ann Johnson was submitted to the Council asking for a donation to the down town hanging flower basket program.

Motion was made by Councilor Kusler to approve a $300.00 donation to the Myrtle Creek Lions Club for the down town flower basket program out of the council line item in the city budget.  Second to the motion was made by Councilor Harris.  Discussion:  Councilor Schmidt asked if this includes baskets on the bridge?  Councilor Harris stated the more funds the Lions Club raise then the more flower baskets they are able to purchase so it all depends on whether they receive enough donations to be able to put the flowers on the bridge or not.  Councilor Stevens stated the Council is asking the taxpayers to cough up funds for flowers when we can’t fix the streets so he is against using city funds to pay for the flower baskets.  Vote:  Motion passed with a vote of 3 vs. 1.  Roll Call:  Yea votes were cast by Councilors Harris, Schmidt and Kusler.  Nay vote was cast by Councilor Stevens.  

Application for OLCC License Submitted by Tommy’s All American Burger Company
Councilor Stevens said he doesn’t understand why the owner would want to sell beer at a milkshake and burger place.

Motion was made by Councilor Schmidt to approve the OLCC limited permit for Tommy’s All American Burger Company.  Second to the motion was made by Councilor Kusler.  Discussion:   Daniel Green spoke up from the audience and asked the Council to look into the floor plan to make sure the alcohol can’t be consumed at the picnic tables allowing the customer to take the alcohol outside where it isn’t monitored.  Police Chief Brown stated he will make sure the applicant is monitoring the consumption of alcohol as regulated by OLCC regulations.  Vote:  Motion passed unanimously.	

Letter from OLCC regarding El Azteca’s Liquor License to extend into an open patio area
Councilor Harris asked Mr. Green wouldn’t the same thing apply to you as it does to Tommy’s All American Burger Company in regards to the consumption of alcohol outside.  Chief Brown asked if the patio will be enclosed.  Mr. Green stated yes the patio will be enclosed with a 6’ temporary fence.  There will be direct access to the patio from the restaurant.  By consensus the Council chose not to take a position on the matter.  Councilor Stevens asked Mr. Green if El Azteca needed to buy a special license.  Mr. Green replied they only need to extend their OLCC license to include the outside patio which will employ three additional people. 

Discontinuance of fuel sales at Myrtle Creek Airport
Report was submitted into record by City Administrator Negherbon.  

Motion to discontinue the fuel sales at the Myrtle Creek Airport was made by Councilor Kusler.  Second to the motion was made by Councilor Stevens.  Discussion:  Councilor Stevens asked how the Forest Service obtains fuel in the summer when they use the airport.  City Administrator Negherbon replied they bring in their own fuel on site.  Councilor Schmidt asked if the City could sell the pump and tank.  City Administrator Negherbon affirmed the sale of the pump and tank could be made. Vote:  Motion passed unanimously.

Airport expiring 2013 Entitlement Funds
Staff report was submitted into record by City Administrator Negherbon.  Councilor Kusler asked if the City were to use the entitlement funds would they need to be matched with a dollar amount.  City Administrator Negherbon replied there is a 10% match and the City does not have the available funds for a project at the Airport.  The funds would also add a 20 year moratorium to the Airport property if the City should discontinue use of the Airport.  

Motion was made by Councilor Stevens to approve the transfer of 2013 FAA Entitlement Funds to the Oregon Department of Aviation.  Second to the motion was made by Councilor Harris.  Vote:  Motion passed unanimously.

Citizens Heard on Non-Agenda Items
Daniel Green discussed with the Council whether it was legal or not to paint a sign on the water treatment plant.  He said he recently drove to Portland and noticed all the signage along the freeway.  He suggested the city paint the water plant without seeking permission from ODOT.  Councilor Harris asked if ODOT could make the city paint over the plant if the City painted a sign on the water plant building without ODOT approval.  City Administrator Negherbon stated he would look into the matter and report back at the next Council meeting.  

Ordinances
Ordinance No. ORD No. 806; an Ordinance Adding Chapter 5.25 to the Myrtle Creek Municipal Code Establishing a Tax on the Sale of Marijuana by a Retailer Licensed by the Oregon Liquor Control Commission and Regulated Under Chapter 1, Oregon Laws 2015 (Measure 91), as Amended by Section 1, Chapter 614, Oregon Laws 2015 (HB 3400) and Referring the Ordinance to the Voters

Staff report was submitted into record by City Administrator Sean Negherbon.  

Motion was made by Councilor Harris to approve the first reading of Ordinance No. ORD No. 806; an Ordinance Adding Chapter 5.25 to the Myrtle Creek Municipal Code Establishing a Tax on the Sale of Marijuana by a Retailer Licensed by the Oregon Liquor Control Commission and Regulated Under Chapter 1, Oregon Laws 2015 (Measure 91), as Amended by Section 1, Chapter 614, Oregon Laws 2015 (HB 3400) and Referring the Ordinance to the Voters.  Second to the motion was made by Councilor Schmidt.  Discussion:  Councilor Stevens stated he liked the 10% tax on the first ordinance.  Vote:  Motion passed unanimously.

City Administrator Report
City Administrator Negherbon told the Council at the last meeting Tom Graham wrote a letter asking the City to approve a property line adjustment for his property located on Lillian Street.  The City Planner wrote Mr. Graham listing the Council’s criteria of 12” contingent upon a certified survey of the property lines.  Mr. Graham has not replied to the conditions set by Council as of this date.  

Mayor and Councilor – Committee Reports and Councilor Comments
Councilor Kusler asked when the ribbon cutting ceremony will be held for the Myrtle Creek Dollar General Store and asked if the City is sending flowers to their grand opening.  City Administrator Negherbon affirmed the flowers would be sent by the City.  Mayor Brouillard stated he had been in discussions with the store manager and there will be some type of ceremony held.  

Mayor Brouillard listed upcoming events as follows:
	April 21, 2016 RDI Roadmap to economic vitality meeting at the Community Center at 5:30 p.m.
	April 28, 2016 South Umpqua Serves Day
	April 30, 2016 South Umpqua Color Dash
	May 14, 2016 Spirit Day  

ADJOURNMENT
Mayor Brouillard adjourned the regular meeting of the City Council for April 19, 2016 at 6:59 p.m.




							             ____________________________
							                     Ken Brouillard, Mayor
Attest:	___________________________
		Carolyn D. Shields, CMC
		City Recorder
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