



CITY OF MYRTLE CREEK
REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL

 ban
  


DATE:				February 16, 2016

PLACE:				Council Chambers, 207 NW Pleasant St., Myrtle Creek, Oregon

PRESIDING OFFICER:		Mayor Ken Brouillard

COUNCILORS PRESENT:	Council President Allan Kusler; Councilors:  Gail Black, Henry Stevens, Ken Schmidt and Susan Harris 

A quorum was present throughout the meeting.

STAFF IN ATTENDANCE:	City Administrator Sean Negherbon, City Recorder Carolyn Shields, Police Chief Don Brown, Public Works Director Quinn Pickering, Finance Officer Eadie Calkins and Fire Chief Tom Kuntz 

CALL TO ORDER:			Mayor Brouillard called the February 16, 2016 meeting to order at 5:30 PM  


CONSENT AGENDA
Part I – Approval of February 2, 2016 Council Meeting Minutes

Motion was made by Councilor Stevens and seconded by Councilor Black to approve the minutes of February 2, 2016 as presented in the council packet.  Vote:  Motion passed unanimously.  

Part II – Approval of Payroll & Claims Report for January, 2016

Motion was made by Councilor Black and seconded by Councilor Harris to accept the payroll and claims report for January, 2016.  Discussion:  Councilor Schmidt made note that his business did not receive a check from the City.  Vote:  Motion passed unanimously.  

Part III – Acknowledge Receipt of City Committees/Commission Reports

Motion was made by Councilor Black and seconded by Councilor Stevens to acknowledge receipt of Part III of the Consent Agenda as presented in the February 16, 2016 council packet.  Vote:  Motion passed unanimously.  

DEPARTMENT REPORTS
Finance Officer
Finance Officer, Eadie Calkins, submitted her report into record as written.  


Police Department
Police Chief Don Brown submitted his report into record.  Councilor Kusler questioned the press release regarding the pursuit made from Myrtle Creek to I-5 Milepost 27 that happened on February 15, 2016.  Chief Brown confirmed there was a police pursuit.  Myrtle Creek Police Officer pursued as backup for the Oregon State Trooper then Jackson County took over and our officer pulled off.  Jackson County Dispatch called our Officer while he was refueling and was asked to pick up the suspect for transport back to Douglas County and he did so.  Councilor Kusler asked why a Myrtle Creek Police Officer was on I-5.  Chief Brown stated we are supposed to apprehend a suspect that is breaking the law if it is a safe call.  The truck was stolen and it was not an unsafe pursuit.  Councilor Kusler asked about an agreement regarding pursuit policy.  Chief Brown replied setting a boundary is not applicable because each pursuit is different.  Councilor Harris stated this is the downside when other police departments in Oregon are being cut back with layoffs.  The cuts are leaving more interagency cooperation from each other in these types of cases.  Councilor Kusler stated, “We are not Douglas County Sheriff’s lackey or the OSP lackey and he doesn’t see it the same as the other police departments do.” 

Mayor Brouillard brought up an email sent to the Council from Mr. Wray regarding a dog problem in Myrtle Creek and asked Chief Brown to elaborate on the problem.  Chief Brown replied this is the first time they have heard about an issue from Mr. Wray regarding a dog problem.  The police department is constantly picking up stray dogs and this is why we do have a kennel.  Mr. Wray is upset with dogs defecating in his yard.  The Police Department is vigilant about stray dogs.  However, this is a 24/7 problem and the department cannot monitor Mr. Wray’s yard for dog violations to the extent he expects.  

Fire Department
Fire Chief Tom Kuntz spoke to the Council regarding new elections recently held in the department.  He is now the official Fire Chief and Steve Wright is the Assistant Fire Chief.  The Secretary and Treasurer position was split between two people after the retirement of Brenda George.  Chief Kuntz spoke about the accumulation of records that have been kept over the years in the Fire Department and the need to sort through the files and keep the records that are required to be kept and destroy the records that have reached their retention period.  The Annual Father/Daughter dance saw an estimated 450 in attendance making this year’s event a success. 

Public Works Department
Public Works Director Quinn Pickering submitted his report into record as written.  Mr. Pickering stated he changed the format of the report to reflect more ease in readability.  

REGULAR AGENDA
Approval for Myrtle Creek Library Advisory Board to apply for the C. Giles Hunt Grant  
Myrtle Creek Advisory Board member Jeanne Delsman came before the Council asking for approval to apply for the C. Giles Hunt Grant.  They would like to request a new book drop box as part of their request in the grant.  The current book drop has a problem with the lock and is developing a leak due to rust.  The new book drop is made out of aluminum with a roll cart included for easier access.  The book drop box is estimated to cost around $7,000.00 and they will be asking the City’s help in removing the old box if they should be successful in receiving the grant funds.  City Administrator Negherbon agreed the city crew will be willing to remove the old box and install the new one.  

Motion was made by Councilor Kusler to authorize the Myrtle Creek Library Advisory Board to apply for the C. Giles Hunt Grant.  Second to the motion was made by Councilor Black.  Vote:  Motion passed unanimously.  

Approval of Request for Proposal for Plaza Drive 2016 Special City Allotment Grant Agreement
Councilor Stevens asked for clarification in receiving the whole contract agreement in their packets.  City Administrator Negherbon replied the City Council is the contracting agent for the city and the council has to approve the contract.  Councilor Stevens also asked about BOLI wages.  Mr. Negherbon confirmed this is a prevailing wage job.  Councilor Kusler asked why the City couldn’t go to Ray’s Market and the other surrounding land owners on Plaza Drive to ask for their assistance to help pay for the project.  Public Works Director Pickering replied the public works department is in charge of maintaining public streets and Plaza Drive is under their obligation.  

Motion to approve the Plaza Drive Overlay Request for Proposals was made by Councilor Stevens.  Second to the motion was made by Councilor Harris.  Discussion:  Councilor Harris asked when the project will begin and was referred to page 2.  Councilor Stevens asked if the City would be receiving a better deal from the contractor since oil prices are way down.  Public Works Director Pickering replied he has not noticed a large decrease in asphalt prices.  Vote:  Motion passed unanimously.

RESOLUTIONS
Resolution No. RES-16-05; A Resolution Declaring City Owned Vehicle Surplus and Disposing of Same

Mayor Brouillard read the Resolution in its entirety into record.  

Councilor Kusler stated the newer ambulance was given to us and we should look at giving this ambulance away.  He felt it would build better relationships with other communities if we give the ambulance away rather than taking it up to be auctioned off.  Fire Chief Kuntz stated he will offer the ambulance up as a donation at the next Douglas County Fire Chief’s meeting which will be held tomorrow.  

Motion was made by Councilor Kusler to approve Resolution No. RES-16-05; A Resolution Declaring City Owned Vehicle Surplus and Disposing of Same with the provision the Fire Department makes every effort to donate the ambulance to a community.  Second to the motion was made by Councilor Schmidt.  Discussion:  Councilor Stevens suggested using the ambulance as a means of advertising Myrtle Creek businesses similar to that of a billboard and park it at the Myrtle Creek Airport.  Councilor Kusler stated if one life is saved by the use of the donated ambulance than we have accomplished something.  Vote:  Motion passed unanimously.     

City Administrator Report
City Administrator Sean Negherbon told the Council the papers are ready to be signed on the Applegate Trail property and will close on Friday.  City staff is busy getting started on the city budget.  Dan VanCleave is working on the Community Center fixing up the stained roof tiles and texturing the drywall in order to dress it up some.  He has finished converting the lights at the Police Department from fluorescent to LED.  The Park Commission would like to construct a sawblade at the entrance to Evergreen Park.  The Park Commission is continuing their work to put forward the nature trail improvement with RV pull through and creek bank stabilization project in Millsite Park.  The shed for the Millsite RV Park will be built during the summer months.  This project was put back a year due to the unforeseen costs of the removal of trees at the RV Park due to liability issues.  The Park Commission has identified the conversion of the RV Park showers to pay to use and the cost of the changeover in the showers are estimated to be around $1000.00.  The Council will have to identify this change in the Fees and Charges Handbook once the new showers are installed.  
Mayor and Councilor – Committee Reports and Councilor Comments
Councilor Black stated she was looking at the recent park survey and found it hard to believe someone would like to have horses and motocross allowed in the city parks.  City Administrator Negherbon stated this was just one person’s idea however the bathroom cleaning improvement will be a goal that needs to be addressed since this item is listed often in the survey.  

Councilor Black also mentioned the press release with the police pursuit on I-5 and felt it was not a big enough concern that should have been news worthy.  The press release should have been made clear that our officer did not pursue the whole way as the article alludes to.  Police Chief Brown agreed and said when he first received the phone call of the pursuit he was not happy about the matter until he learned of the events and realized our officer had no choice.  In a perfect world he wished all the information was put into the article however it was not cleared through his office first and this has brought about a change in policy regarding press releases.  Councilor Kusler said one of the biggest complaints he has as a Councilor is the police department, why are they on the freeway at 4 am?  He often feels like he has to defend the police department while he is out in the public.  Police Chief Brown replied he has suspended the interdiction program and the police will be on the freeway far less.  Councilor Stevens wanted clarification about the interdiction program being suspended.  Chief Brown stated the new federal regulations do not allow the interdiction authority to keep the cash received from drug seizures and is only good for gun trafficking and child pornography making the drug interdiction program virtually useless.

Mayor Brouillard stated he had a chance to look at the freeway signs that the gentlemen from El Azteca had requested to advertise on.  He will go ahead and work with Sean to help alleviate the problem of the sign issue.  Councilor Kusler suggested they reduce the ones that are already there.  For example, Exit 98 signs are large and Exit 108 could have one more sign.  Having additional signs would benefit ODOT, as it would create revenue.  The Library Service District was discussed at length and the Resolution will be on next meeting’s agenda for a Council decision.

Mayor Brouillard also mentioned the PERS unfunded liability is an issue that is of great concern to Oregon cities.  He also stated that this Saturday we have a work session and a copy of the City’s contractual agreement with the City Administrator will be reviewed.  He asked the council to read the contract in preparation for Saturday.  This is a work session, there is no public participation and the council will make no decisions.

ADJOURNMENT
Mayor Brouillard adjourned the regular meeting of the City Council for February 16, 2016 at 6:47 PM.



							             ____________________________
							                     Ken Brouillard, Mayor


Attest:	___________________________
	Carolyn D. Shields, CMC
	City Recorder
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