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CITY OF MYRTLE CREEK
REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL

  


DATE:				February 2, 2016

PLACE:				Council Chambers, 207 NW Pleasant St., Myrtle Creek, Oregon

PRESIDING OFFICER:		Mayor Ken Brouillard

COUNCILORS PRESENT:	Council President Allan Kusler; Councilors:  Gail Black, Henry Stevens, Ken Schmidt and Susan Harris 

A quorum was present throughout the meeting.

STAFF IN ATTENDANCE:	City Administrator Sean Negherbon, City Recorder Carolyn Shields and Planner Ricky Hoffman

CALL TO ORDER:			Mayor Brouillard called the February 2, 2016 meeting to order at 5:30 PM  

PUBLIC PRESENTATIONS
Rural Economic Vitality Roadmaps by Paulette Jones
Paulette Jones spoke to the Council about the Rural Development Initiatives, (RDI), road map for economic vitality.  This program was recently used by the City of LaPine as a pilot project that has turned out to be a very successful program for their community.  Ms. Jones spoke about RDI coming into the community to do a full assessment of the area to find the strengths and weaknesses of a community.  They hold workshops to form action teams in order to address the weaknesses in a community and formulate a plan to make a common goal towards rectifying those weaknesses.  Their goal is to bring economic vitality into the community.  The cost for the project is $35,000.00 with a 10% match.  Ms. Jones will be asking the City Council, Myrtle Creek Tri City Area Chamber of Commerce and the Myrtle Creek Main Street Program for a portion of the $3,500.00 needed in matching funds.  

By consensus the Council agreed to help with the matching funds.  City Administrator Negherbon asked the funds be set aside in the 2016-17 budget.  Councilor Kusler stated he would like the community assessment be made as soon as possible.  Councilor Stevens agreed.  Councilor Harris stated this is something the Myrtle Creek Main Street program has wanted to do for quite some time.  Mayor Brouillard agreed and asked if the other entities could not raise their third of the costs then he would like to the city put up the full amount.  Councilor Stevens stated he would rather see everyone be asked to pitch in their portion first.  City Administrator Negherbon reiterated he would rather see the funds be identified in the 2016-17 budget.

Douglas County Special Library District by Bob Bell
Bob Bell, representing the “Save Our Libraries” PAC, spoke to the City Council about the funding short fall the Douglas County Library system will be experiencing due to budget cuts.  He stated they are forming a special library district because the County Commissioners have stated they will no longer fund the library system in Douglas County after the 2017-2018 fiscal year.  The Save Our Libraries PAC is forming a special district that will be asking for 44 cents per thousand of assessed valuation.  Mr. Bell spoke in length as to what the Libraries do in a community.  Mayor Brouillard stated he liked the material that was put together by the Save Our Libraries PAC.  It was very informative and much better organized this time versus the previous attempt to form a special library district.  Mr. Bell asked the Council to consider passing a resolution to allow the citizens of Myrtle Creek to vote on the formation of a special library district.

Councilor Kusler listed concerns he had regarding the obligation of the city to provide police, fire, sewer, water and streets to the citizens of Myrtle Creek.  He stated the Public Employee Retirement System (PERS) remains an unfunded issue the city will eventually need to resolve.  Councilor Kusler stated the Library needs to think outside the box regarding funding issues.  The citizens are being levied too much with special district taxes. 
Councilor Black suggested the resolution be brought before the Council.  Councilor Stevens said he had concerns because the school district will be asking for a bond levy and the Oregon State Legislature is looking at repealing Measure 11 which would compound everything we are looking at tonight.  

Donna Hunter, 230 S.E. Stevenson St., Myrtle Creek, Oregon.  Ms. Hunter stated she is a retired educator and she supports the library.  Libraries bring business into town and it is a resource that is very important to the residents of Myrtle Creek.  She urged the Council to allow the citizens to decide whether they want to pass a library service district or not by passing a resolution giving them a say in the matter.  

Marilyn Brouillard, 989 NE Jenny Lane, Myrtle Creek, Oregon.  Ms. Brouillard spoke about the Library Advisory Board and how they raise funds to purchase new books at the Library without using County funds.  She stated they have received funding from personal donations and local book sales.  The staffing at the Library is not sufficient for the activity that the Myrtle Creek Library has.  The shelving of books is done through volunteers.  Ms. Brouillard spoke about her previous experience in working with a Library in California and the hardship created when they had to close down due to a shortfall in funding.  She stated funding shortfalls hurt the individuals that can’t afford it the most and urged the Council to opt in the passage of a resolution to form a library service district.

Councilor Kusler stated he would like more time to discuss and think about this issue before it is voted on.  Councilor Black suggested bringing a resolution to Council at the March 1, 2016 Council meeting as she would like more time to digest the information and read through the material given this evening.  Councilor Harris agreed with Councilor Black.  Mr. Bell asked the Council to consider the resolution before early May as this is their deadline to get signatures on a petition.  By consensus, the Council agreed to have city staff bring forward a resolution for the formation of a library district at the March 1, 2016 City Council meeting.  

CONSENT AGENDA
Approval of January 19, 2016 Council Meeting Minutes

Motion was made by Councilor Stevens and seconded by Councilor Black to approve the minutes of January 19, 2016 as presented.  Vote:  Motion passed unanimously.  

REGULAR AGENDA
Application to Serve on the Budget Committee by Toni McDermott
Motion was made by Councilor Stevens to appoint Toni McDermott to the Budget Committee.  Second to the motion was made by Councilor Harris.  Vote:  Motion passed unanimously.  

RESOLUTIONS
Resolution No. RES-16-02; a Resolution Declaring City Owned Vehicles Surplus and Disposing of Same

Motion was made by Councilor Kusler to approve Resolution No. RES-16-02; a Resolution Declaring City Owned Vehicles Surplus and Disposing of Same.  Second to the motion was made by Councilor Black. Discussion:  Councilor Stevens questioned where the money from the sale is put.  City Administrator Negherbon replied the funds are put back into the general fund.  Vote:  Motion passed unanimously.     

Resolution No. RES-16-03; a Resolution Authorizing the City of Myrtle Creek to Apply for an Oregon State Parks Land and Water Conservation Grant
Staff report was submitted into record by City Administrator Negherbon for Parks & Facilities Director Dan VanCleave.  

Motion was made by Councilor Black to approve Resolution No. RES-16-03; a Resolution Authorizing the City of Myrtle Creek to Apply for an Oregon State Parks Land and Water Conservation Grant.  Second to the motion was made by Councilor Schmidt.  Discussion:  Councilor Stevens asked if this grant includes the construction of the yurts at the RV Park.  City Administrator Negherbon replied it does not include the yurts.  Vote:  Motion passed unanimously.     

Resolution No. RES-16-04; a Resolution Authorizing the City of Myrtle Creek to Apply for an Oregon State Parks Local Government Grant

Motion was made by Councilor Black to approve Resolution No. RES-16-04; a Resolution Authorizing the City of Myrtle Creek to Apply for an Oregon State Parks Local Government Grant.  Second to the motion was made by Councilor Harris.  Vote:  Motion passed unanimously.     

ORDINANCES 
Ordinance No. 804; an Ordinance Amending the Myrtle Creek Municipal Code Chapter 18.85 Zoning Amendments; To Ensure Clarity and Enhance the Effectiveness of the Ordinance for Temporary Off-Premises Signs and Sign Variances  

Motion was made by Councilor Stevens to approve the second reading of Ordinance No. 804; an Ordinance Amending the Myrtle Creek Municipal Code Chapter 18.85 Zoning Amendments; to Ensure Clarity and Enhance the Effectiveness of the Ordinance for Temporary Off-Premises Signs and Sign Variances.  Second to the motion was made by Councilor Harris.  Vote:  Motion passed unanimously.  

Ordinance No. 805; an Ordinance Annexing Certain Territory to the City of Myrtle Creek; Dispensing with a Citywide Election on the Question; Amending the Myrtle Creek Municipal Code Chapter 18.15 Comprehensive Plan; Chapter 18.20 Zoning Districts and Maps by Changing the Land Use and Zoning Designation and Comprehensive Plan Map Designation and Comprehensive Plan Map Designation of Certain Property Within the City and Withdrawing from a Special District

Motion was made by Councilor Kusler to approve the second reading of Ordinance No. 805; an Ordinance Annexing Certain Territory to the City of Myrtle Creek, Dispensing with the Citywide Election on the Question; Amending the Myrtle Creek Municipal Code Chapter 18.15 Comprehensive Plan; Chapter 18.20 Zoning Districts and Maps by Changing the Land Use and Zoning Designation and Comprehensive Plan Map Designation of Certain Property Within the City and Withdrawing from a Special District.  Second to the motion was made by Councilor Black.  Vote:  Motion passed unanimously. 

CITIZENS HEARD ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS
Daniel Green, 335 N. Main St., Myrtle Creek, Oregon.  Mr. Green came before the Council to speak about his frustration in obtaining a sign on the I-5 corridor advertising his business on the Travel Oregon signs.  He was told by the entity that regulates the signs there are no open spots for a restaurant.  The only space left was for a lodging advertisement.  Mr. Green asked the City Council’s help in changing the policy that Travel Oregon has regarding the sign size so that he can obtain additional spots to advertise businesses in Myrtle Creek.  City Administrator Negherbon offered to draft a letter to help Mr. Green’s cause.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]Toni McDermott, P.O. Box 1066, Myrtle Creek, Oregon.  Ms. McDermott stated she works on condemnation projects for the State and the higher up you push the matter the more someone will listen.  As elected officials the Council has to deal with angry comments from the public regarding issues that are contested.  Recently the letter printed by the media in reference to comments made regarding the recent annexation likening the City to the mafia and greedy for taxes seemed especially cruel.  Ms. McDermott wanted to commend the Council for taking a stand to follow legislation on an unpopular stance because it was the right thing to do.  She especially wanted to express her appreciation in the Council’s decision to refer a 3% tax on marijuana sales because there will be additional costs the city will bear in patrolling a property that has a dispensary on it.  Ms. McDermott wanted the Council to know that a good portion of the community is in agreement with their decisions and felt the Council is proactive and intelligent in their decision making.  She thanked the Council for their courage and wisdom in their civic making process.  

(Recorder’s Note:  Councilor Harris left the meeting at 7:00 P.M.)

DEPARTMENT REPORTS
City Administrator 
City Administrator Sean Negherbon thanked Councilor Stevens for the information of disposing fluorescent light bulbs.  The city has looked into the matter and they can buy disposal containers for an estimated cost of $300.00 per container.  This can evolve into a community program for people to bring their fluorescent lights to dispose of and once the containers are full they will be shipped to the proper disposal site.  City staff is still working out the logistics of the program since the disposal site needs to be in an area that is safe from mercury vapor exposure.  

Mr. Negherbon also spoke about the recent request made by Council to research the costs of garbage disposal within the scope of the public works department.  He stated it is not feasible by the time the city purchases dumpsters and pay the public works crew to take time out of their day to pick up garbage.  The public works crew wages are taken from streets, water and sewer and their routine job duties need to reflect this.  The back log created by garbage disposal would make an understaffed department further behind in maintaining their normal work load for repairing streets, water and sewer infrastructure.

Recently the Police Department held job interviews for a patrol officer and the top candidate is a previous hire, Toby Osborne.  Mr. Osborne wanted to return to the law enforcement field and he is certified and will only need to take a refresher course.  This Friday, the city will be holding interviews for the public works utility I position that is open.  

AECOM was our engineer of record for the intake gallery and they subcontracted the work to SHN Engineering which has agreed to rework the engineering of the intake gallery which is great news.  

Mayor and Councilor – Committee Reports and Councilor Comments
Councilor Kusler questioned the feasibility for the decision to not have the public works employees gather the trash for the city properties.  City Administrator Negherbon listed I & I problems, water meter change over to touch read meters, street repairs, manhole repairs and water line repairs as just some of the job duties that need to be addressed before extra duties are assigned to the public works crew.  

Councilor Stevens said he wanted to reiterate what he said earlier about the Oregon Legislature wanting to repeal Measure 11 and his stance on the local school bond levy and formation of a Library District.  As a retiree he did not receive a COLA and additional taxes will hurt the residents of Myrtle Creek.  He stated if these levies were to pass then it will hurt the community yet he is in support of having a local library.  

Councilor Kusler asked if there was any way the city planner could write more grants for the city.  Planner Ricky Hoffman replied in year’s past there has been a very structured task list in which he is able to operate within.  He has been pretty lenient within the structured guidelines of the contract however, writing grants for the city may take him too far over the set of rules he needs to follow.  City Administrator Negherbon stated city staff has been looking at writing grants for a comprehensive plan update.  Planner Hoffman stated he had been in contact with the Southern Oregon DLCD and they do not have any funds currently available for comprehensive plan updates however this may come up in the future as a funding opportunity for them to oversee.  

Mayor Brouillard asked about the status of the city water master plan.  City Administrator Negherbon replied the plan is 95% complete and has been submitted for review by the State.  

ADJOURNMENT
Mayor Brouillard adjourned the regular meeting of the City Council for February 2, 2016 at 7:25 p.m.



							             ____________________________
							                     Ken Brouillard, Mayor


Attest:	___________________________
	Carolyn D. Shields, CMC
	City Recorder
Myrtle Creek City Council
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