
CITY OF MYRTLE CREEK
REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL

  



DATE:				January 5, 2016

PLACE:				Council Chambers, 207 NW Pleasant St., Myrtle Creek, Oregon

PRESIDING OFFICER:		Mayor Ken Brouillard

COUNCILORS PRESENT:	Council President Allan H. Kusler; Councilors:  Gail Black, Henry Stevens and Ken Schmidt 

COUNCILORS ABSENT:	Councilor Susan Harris

A quorum was present throughout the meeting.

STAFF IN ATTENDANCE:	City Administrator Sean Negherbon and City Recorder Carolyn Shields 

CALL TO ORDER:			Mayor Brouillard called the January 5, 2016 meeting to order at 5:33 PM   

ELECTION OF COUNCIL PRESIDENT

Motion was made by Councilor Black to nominate Allan Kusler as Council President.  Second to the motion was made by Councilor Stevens.  Vote:  Motion passed unanimously.

PUBLIC PRESENTATION
Mayor Brouillard introduced new Myrtle Creek Librarian Hannah Merrill to the Council and audience.  Ms. Merrill then gave a summary of her work history and her time growing up in the Riddle community.

CONSENT AGENDA
Approval of minutes of the regular City Council meeting for December 15, 2015

Motion was made by Councilor Schmidt to approve the minutes of December 15, 2015.  Motion was seconded by Councilor Black.  Vote:  Motion passed unanimously.

CITIZENS ON  NON-AGENDA ITEMS
Authorization to Sign a Quitclaim Deed Form 
Myrtle Creek Librarian Hannah Merrill explained to the Council a change in criteria which has been set forth by the new County Finance Officer which does not allow county employees to handle money for other entities.  Unfortunately this brings to light a problem with the city owned copy machine and collecting funds for copies made by the patrons of the Library.  The County has asked the City to sign a quitclaim deed over to the County for the copy machine.  This would then allow the county employees (Librarian) to collect fees for copies made at the Library.  It was noted the copy machine was in fact purchased with funds received by the C. Giles Hunt Grant and was not purchased with city funds directly.  Discussion by Council was made that making copies is not a major part of the library operations however it is a convenience to the community.  

Motion was made by Councilor Black to approve the release of the copy machine over to Douglas County.  Second to the motion was made by Councilor Stevens.  Discussion:  Clarification was made that the city has no interest or funds they have put into for the purchase, maintenance or supplies of the copy machine located at the Library.  City Recorder Carolyn Shields stated city staff will need to bring a Resolution to surplus property at the next City Council meeting in order to give the copy machine over to the County as directed by Oregon State Statues.  Councilor Black then rescinded her motion and Councilor Stevens rescinded his second.

Ms. Merrill also told the Council she would no longer be able to handle the funds from the book sale events at the Library due to the new restrictive requirements on handling money.  Marilyn Brouillard, Chairman of the Library Advisory Board, stated they will now need to have more volunteers helping with the book sale so that funds can be handled by the volunteers rather than the Library staff.  Ms. Brouillard also stated the Library Advisory Board will have to be the group to apply for the C. Giles Hunt Grant in the future.  This year they would like to purchase a new outside book drop if they are successful in their application of grant funds from the C. Giles Hunt Grant.  Also discussed were some maintenance issues at the Library that need to be addressed by the Public Buildings Director and are as follows:  1.) fire alarm system in the Library may not be working and should be checked into; 2.) the architectural façade on the building has dry rot and should be replaced.  

Citizen of the Year Banquet
Myrtle Creek Tri City Area Chamber of Commerce President, Ted Romas, spoke to the Council about the upcoming Citizen of the Year Banquet to be held on March 5, 2016.  The theme this year is, “Destination 97457.”  Nomination forms were delivered to City Hall today and the nomination process is now open.  Mr. Romas said the process relies heavily on nominations and encouraged everyone to nominate someone they think is deserving of recognition for their community contributions.  The deadline for the nominations is February 5, 2016 at 5:00 p.m.   Creative Catering will cater the event with social hour beginning at 6:00 p.m. and dinner served at 7:00 p.m.  Next meeting of the Chamber will be held at El Azteca on January 7, 2016.  

One Clean Hand
Eduardo Pineda, 434 NW Second Ave., Myrtle Creek, Oregon.  Mr. Pineda introduced himself and spoke in length about his philosophy of life, his concerns regarding why he moved to Myrtle Creek, and how he would like to serve people to better their lives in the form of counseling and natural healing using old world Hawaiian methods through his business, One Clean Hand.  
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Mayor Brouillard then closed the open session of the meeting at 6:10 p.m. and cleared the room for an executive session.

EXECUTIVE SESSION
Mayor Brouillard opened the executive session of the Myrtle Creek City Council at 6:15 p.m. under ORS 192.660(2)(h) in order to consult with counsel concerning the legal rights and duties of a public body with regard to current litigation or litigation likely to be filed.

Mayor Brouillard closed the executive session at 6:32 p.m. and reconvened the City Council meeting.

COUNCIL CONSIDERATION 
Motion was made by Councilor Kusler and seconded  by Councilor Black to authorize the Mayor’s signature on two tolling agreements, one for each AECOM and R & G Excavating.  Vote:  Motion passed unanimously.

MAYOR AND COUNCILOR - Committee Reports and Councilor Comments
Mayor Brouillard briefly summarized the 2014-15 audit report that was given to each of the Councilors.  

City Administrator Report  
City Administrator Negherbon stated he was to bring back his research for the purchase of a wood chipper in order to alleviate the burn piles the city crew stockpiles.  In his research Mr. Negherbon found it better to have the Douglas County work crew come in and chip the wood pile at a considerable cost savings over buying and maintaining a wood chipper at the city.  

Mr. Negherbon spoke to the Myrtle Creek Postmaster about participating financially in an improvement plan for the sidewalk in front of the Post Office and Broadway House.  Needless to say the approach was not well received and Mr. Negherbon stated he will try to get in touch with the regional maintenance management for the local post office instead.  Mr. Negherbon suggested the City Council may like to implement a façade program in order to put into place the use of some city funds to help with the project.   

As directed by the City Council, City Administrator Negherbon met with Teresa Dyer about her request for a water reservoir on the triangle piece of property owned by the City on Orchard Drive.  He informed Ms. Dyer that water rights need to be applied for anytime water is re-directed and it would not be feasible to build a water plant or reservoir on the site.  Mr. Negherbon said Ms. Dyer was very instrumental in showing him where the old pipeline for the City is located on the hill above Orchard Drive.  

City County Insurance Services (CIS), has reviewed the city personnel policy handbook and has made some suggested changes to the handbook.  The changes will need to be adopted by City Council and will need about an hour to go through all of the proposed changes.  It has been 10 years since the personnel policy has been reviewed by Council and will be presented at a meeting that does not have such a heavy regular agenda items to go through.  Next month city staff will present the strategic plan for formal adoption.  

Quinn Pickering will be our new Public Works Director and will start officially on January 16, 2016.  The water meter reader position will also open up as Joyce Boqua has turned in her notice.  This position is a flat rate monthly fee and a job advertisement will be posted in the local paper.  

The Airport fuel pump has broken and is a very old system.  City Administrator Negherbon asked the Council if they would consider discontinuing the fuel program at the airport if it is found to be too cost prohibitive to fix the fuel pump.  Further research will be made before bringing the question back to City Council.  

Councilor Comments
Councilor Black listed her concerns regarding the trash piling up at the curb for the house located at 1031 S.E. Myrtle View Drive.  Councilor Black also was concerned about the very large pot hole on Myrtle View Drive.   

Councilor Schmidt expressed his frustration regarding the Head Start School program that is federally funded and does not allow the word Christmas to be used or a pledge of allegiance to the American Flag to be observed in their program.   

Councilor Kusler questioned when the Council terms end and when the dates are to run for re-election.  City Recorder Carolyn Shields stated the petitions can be circulated beginning August 11, 2016 in order to get 25 signatures to put your name on the ballot for Council.  The petitions will need to be turned in by August 31, 2016.  Also brought up by Councilor Kusler were the pot holes on Jenny Lane that should be fixed.

Councilor Stevens asked if there is still a friends of the airport group that is active and questioned if they were made aware of the problems with the fuel pump.  City Administrator Negherbon stated there is a very active Airport Support Group and they are aware of the fuel pump issue but he has not talked with them about the possibility of removing the fuel sales program.  The Airport Support Group has made many upgrades to the grounds around the airport.  The group is mainly made up of radio flyers and experimental aircraft owners.  The Airport Support Group is very active with the upkeep of the airport and regularly mow the grass around the airport area in order to do in-kind work in lieu of payment for airport use.  The FAA discourages any use of the airport without paying a fee therefore the Airport Support Group does many jobs around the airport that the city staff would normally have to do or pay someone to do.  Councilor Stevens then asked about the Galesville Dam history and how he was approached by some citizens asking why they should still have to pay for flood insurance when the dam was built in order to remove some properties from the FEMA flood designation.  City staff suggested the citizens contact FEMA because the city cannot remove properties from the flood zone.  Councilor Stevens also asked why the out of service fire hydrant has not been replaced and is still covered in plastic.  He asked if a new hydrant has been ordered and would like to know the status of bringing a new fire hydrant on line.  City Administrator Negherbon replied he would check into the matter and get back with him regarding this issue.  Status of the police car was asked by Councilor Stevens and was told it had arrived and is currently in use by the Police Department.  The Fire truck is still a few months out before it can be delivered.  

Mayor Brouillard spoke about Oregon being the number one destination for people moving from state to state on a per capita basis in 2015.  Another topic brought up by the Mayor was to consider and plan for a work session to consider a new evaluation form for the city administrator.  Another thing to consider is to review the city administrator’s contract and revise it along with the evaluation form.  It was suggested to have a twice a year review with a twice a year salary review for the city administrator.  By consensus of the City Council it was decided to hold a work session on Saturday, February 20, 2016 at 9 a.m. 

ADJOURNMENT
Mayor Brouillard adjourned the regular meeting of the City Council for January 5, 2016 at 7:21p.m.

 
							             ____________________________
							                     Ken Brouillard, Mayor

Attest:	___________________________
	Carolyn D. Shields, CMC	
	City Recorder
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