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CITY OF MYRTLE CREEK
REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL

  



DATE:				June 16, 2015

PLACE:				Council Chambers, 207 NW Pleasant St., Myrtle Creek, Oregon

PRESIDING OFFICER:		Mayor Ken Brouillard

COUNCILORS PRESENT:	Council President Allan Kusler; Councilors:  Gail Black, Henry Stevens Susan Harris and Ken Schmidt

A quorum was present throughout the meeting.

STAFF IN ATTENDANCE:	City Recorder Carolyn Shields, Finance Officer Eadie Calkins, Public Works Director Andrew Albee, Assistant Fire Chief Tom Kuntz, Police Chief Don Brown and Pool Manager Josh Norton

CALL TO ORDER:			Mayor Brouillard called the June 16, 2015 meeting to order at 5:32 PM  

CONSENT AGENDA – Part I
Motion was made by Councilor Stevens and seconded by Councilor Black to approve the Council meeting minutes of June 2, 2015.  Vote:  Motion passed unanimously.  

CONSENT AGENDA – Part II
Motion was made by Councilor Harris and seconded by Councilor Schmidt to approve the Payroll and Claims Report for May, 2015.  Discussion:  Councilor Schmidt stated his business did receive a small check for merchandise bought by the city.  Vote:  Motion passed unanimously.

CONSENT AGENDA – Part III
Motion was made by Councilor Black and seconded by Councilor Harris to approve Consent Agenda – Part III of the June 16, 2015 Council Packet.  Discussion:  Councilor Kusler mentioned the balance in the Library’s budget and asked if those funds can be used to pay the part time worker for hours that were cut back by the County.  It was mentioned the money is under control of the staff for the Library Board and these are not funds that are handled through the city budget.  Councilor Harris asked if bricks were still being sold for the Pool.  Friends of the Pool Chairman, Bob Chaney, replied the sale of brick pavers for the pool fund raiser will go until January, 2016.  Vote:  Motion passed unanimously.

REGULAR AGENDA
OLCC License Renewal for Myrtle Creek Businesses
Staff report was submitted into record by City Recorder Carolyn Shields.  One business dropped off but a new business (Fusion) came on.  Police Chief Brown recommended the business licenses be renewed.  

Motion was made by Councilor Harris to approve the OLCC license renewals for all the OLCC license holders in Myrtle Creek.  Second to the motion was made by Councilor Stevens.  Discussion:  Councilor Kusler asked about raising the fees.  City Recorder Shields said the fees could be raised as high as $50.00 according to OLCC regulations.  Vote:  Motion passed unanimously.  

If I Were Mayor Contest
The Mayor and Council rated the contest submittals for first, second and third place in the “If I Were Mayor Contest” and they are as follows:
		First Place, (Electronic Memo Pad)  - Sophia Navalta
		Second Place, ($50 gift card) - Alauna Colton
		Third Place, ($20 pass to SU Memorial Pool) - Renee Jones

Review of Handbook of Fees and Charges
Council reviewed the possible changes to the fees and charges handbook for 2015 and the discussion went as follows:

The Mayor explained the review of the Handbook Fees and Charges as the first step in the process since the Park and Planning Commissions would also be reviewing their fees and reporting back to City Council with suggested amendments.  

Mayor Brouillard also suggested the consideration of a raise to the street maintenance fee.  Councilor Harris asked how many notaries there are at City Hall and questioned why the fee was free.  City Recorder Shields replied the past practice of the City was to provide this service for free and a no charge addendum is signed with the State when the notary certificates were applied for.  It was noted the notaries at City Hall do not notarize wills and divorces.  

Administration:  Councilor Kusler stated he would like to raise the liquor license and offsite license fees.  After some discussion, the consensus was to raise the liquor license and renewal fee to $20.00 and raise the offsite license to $10.00.  

Development and Construction Permits:  Councilor Kusler said we should charge for the various construction permits that have “no charge” at this time.   Public Works Director Albee explained that they do require him to go out to inspect the curbs & gutters and sidewalks, but felt the system development fees are sufficient to cover the time put into the inspection for public works improvements.  

Police:  Police Chief Brown said the fees charged by the Police Department are in line with other departments.  

Public Works:  Public Works Director Albee felt the charges for Sewer and Water Departments are in line and would recommend they not be changed.  Councilor Kusler commented on the inside and outside city limits water installation fee.  He felt that it should be raised for outside city residents.  City Recorder Shields replied the System Development Charges are strictly regulated by Oregon State Statutes and can only be changed after a study is done by the city.  The study can run several thousand dollars.  Councilor Kusler said outside city residents receive a lot of the benefits of our city services including police and fire.  It costs the city money and we are not charging them for it.  There is an ordinance that states we will not allow any new outside city residents to hook up to our water system unless they annex into the city.  Mayor Brouillard explained a lawsuit was brought to a city for System Development Charges because the petitioner thought the city was arbitrary in their fees and this caused the courts to step in and rule that all cities have to create a formula in order to charge the fees and this formula is obtained through a study.  

Motion was made by Councilor Stevens to direct staff to research the costs associated with a System Development Study and the process and procedure to change the system development fees charged by the city for water and sewer.  Second to the motion was made by Councilor Kusler.  Discussion:  Councilor Schmidt said we have done this before many times and contractors and developers have complained that the system development fees are already too high.  He felt concerned that raising the fees would stop development in Myrtle Creek.  Councilor Kusler stated he would like the Planning Commission to reconsider 10’ side yards and see the criteria go to 5’ side yards instead.  Vote:  Motion passed unanimously.  

Planning:  Councilor Kusler asked that the suggestion to reduce the side yard footage be conveyed to the Planning Commission.  Councilor Schmidt asked if more pressure can be put on outside water users to annex into the city.  City Recorder Shields explained there is a process to call in the consent to annex forms.  The city did not require a consent to annex form be signed until the late 80’s.  Therefore there are grandfathered users on the system that cannot be made to annex however there are only a small number of them left.  Previous outside water users were approved by a vote of the council.  The Mayor asked the Council for input on changing the outside water user rates to triple instead of double.  The consensus was that was not a good idea.

Parks:  Councilor Kusler asked if fees are to be charged at the new disc golf course.  Public Works Director Albee said none of the disc golf courses that he has played at charge a fee and he stated it would be very hard to get people to pay to play.  Councilor Harris said she felt the disc golf course is bringing out of town people into Myrtle Creek and that is what the purpose for building the course was created to do.  Point was made to the effect that softball tournaments have to pay to use the fields.  Rebuttal was made that maintenance on a softball field is much more involved than to maintain a disc golf course.  City Recorder Shields explained the new gazebo at Maggie Steinbaugh Park will be an added reservation and the fee should be set to be the same as the gazebo located at Evergreen Park which is currently $50.00.  Councilor Stevens asked about the dog park status.  City Recorder Shields answered the Park Commission has approved the dog park and it is on Parks and Facilities Director Dan VanCleave’s schedule to finish however he is very busy during the summer months.  No fees are charged for dog parks.  

Pool:  Mayor Brouillard asked Pool Manager Josh Norton to come forward concerning the pool fees.  Mr. Norton said public swim $1 per child under 18;  $2 for 19 and over;  $2 for lap swim;  and aerobic classes;  $30 for lessons and recommends private lessons be sold per lesson at $8 per class which are 30 minutes long.  He felt the 20 visit pass should be sold for $35.00 instead of $20.00 and change the 30 visit pass for lap swim/workout to a 20 visit pass.  It was noted these recommendations were not approved yet by the Park Commission.  Bob Chaney, Chairman of the Pool Task Force, stated it was their recommendation that general admission go up to $1.50 across the board.  Pool Manager Norton explained the scholarship fund and how it is used for children who can’t afford the pool admission or swim lesson fees.  

Community Center:  Councilor Kusler felt the fee should be raised for the kitchen usage to $75.00/day.  Also the public health groups should be raised to $10.00 and alcohol/drug groups should be $25 per meeting.  Councilor Stevens stated he was removing himself from the discussion of the fees for the Community Center due to a conflict of interest.   Council consensus was to raise the kitchen fee to $75.00, the commercial use to $125.00, the refundable cleaning/damage deposit to $100.00, public health groups to $10.00 and remove the non-profit groups with no dues structure and no admission.  There was much discussion over the lease issue with the dance classes.  City Recorder Shields explained the importance of the dance classes and how it is a youth activity in the community that is very popular with the young families in our area.  She also stated the dance classes are the bulk revenue for the community center and the reason why it operates in the black.  Suggestion was made by Councilor Harris to relook at the dance lease.  Consensus was to have Council revisit the lease with Beth Westfall and leave the city sponsored events as is with no change.  Alcohol and/or drug prevention groups:  Kusler suggested $25.00 a session.  City Recorder Shields explained the AA (Alcoholics Anonymous) and NA (Narcotics Anonymous) fees and the past relationship with the drug/alcohol intervention groups as a positive entity for the citizens of Myrtle Creek. AA meets twice a week and NA once a week.  Discussion carried on about not raising the fees for these groups.  After much discussion the Council reached a consensus to not charge the drug and alcohol intervention groups.  

Public Works Department Services:  Public Works Director Albee said we are in line or above on the rental fee prices.  Councilor Schmidt asked why we are sweeping the county road and asked if it is jointly maintained on Main Street as the County also sweeps the road.  Public Works Director Albee explained the sweeper is coming from the city shops and sweeps the route on its way through town however he will check into this.   

Airport:  Councilor Kusler asked what does the Roseburg Airport charge for their ag operations.  Councilor Black stated she knew the individual that handles that for Roseburg and will find out.

Street Department Services:  Mayor Brouillard stated earlier in the discussion how he felt the fee should be raised in order to keep up with the paving/road improvement program for the city.  City Recorder Shields stated this is a fee assessed to every utility user which would require a public hearing process before it can be raised.  Mayor Brouillard suggested the Council consider raising it.  By consensus, it was felt that since the city just raised the water bill it would not be a good idea to raise the street fee also.  

RESOLUTIONS
Resolution No. RES-15-06; A Resolution Imposing Ad Valorem Taxes and Categorizing the Tax Levy as Provided in ORS 310.060(2)

Motion was made by Councilor Kusler to approve Resolution No. RES-15-06; A Resolution Imposing Ad Valorem Taxes and Categorizing the Tax Levy as Provided in ORS 310.060(2).  Second to the motion was made by Councilor Stevens.  Vote:  Motion passed unanimously.  

Resolution No. RES-15-07; A Resolution Adopting the Budget 

Mayor Brouillard opened the Public Hearing for the 2015-16 City Budget at 7:26 p.m.  City Recorder Shields then submitted the budget message written by City Administrator Sean Negherbon into record.  She further stated the Budget Committee met on April 20, 2015 and held their public hearing on the matter and recommended the 2015-16 city budget be submitted to the City Council for their approval.  There were no requests from the audience to speak for or against the 2015-16 city budget and no discussion from the City Council.  Hearing no further testimony for or against the matter, Mayor Brouillard then closed the public hearing for the 2015-16 city budget at 7:28 p.m.

Motion was made by Councilor Black to approve Resolution No. RES-15-07; A Resolution Adopting the Budget.  Second to the motion was made by Councilor Harris.  Vote:  Motion passed unanimously.  


Resolution No. RES-15-08; A Resolution Making Appropriations

Motion was made by Councilor Black to approve Resolution No. RES-15-08; A Resolution Making Appropriations.  Second to the motion was made by Councilor Schmidt.  Discussion:  Councilor Stevens clarified the total budget value.  Vote:  Motion passed unanimously.  

Resolution No. RES-15-09; A Resolution Authorizing a Transfer of Funds Within Water Construction and Amending the 2015-16 Budget

The issue of the transfer was explained by Finance Officer Eadie Calkins by stating this matter came up due to circumstances with the construction of the new water treatment plant and the possibility of litigation by the City against the contractor. 

Motion was made by Councilor Schmidt to approve Resolution No. RES-15-09; A Resolution Authorizing a Transfer of Funds Within Water Construction and Amending the 2015-16 Budget.  Second to the motion was made by Councilor Harris.  Vote:  Motion passed by a vote of 4 vs. 1.  Roll Call:  Yea votes were cast by Councilors:  Harris, Black, Schmidt and Stevens.  Nay vote was cast by Councilor Kusler.  

CITY ADMINISTARTOR & OTHER DEPARTMENT REPORTS
Finance Officer
Finance Officer, Eadie Calkins, submitted her report into record as written.  Councilor Kusler noted the amount of fines collected are up considerably.  Finance Officer Calkins stated there are better collection procedures with the added ability to attach tax refunds and file license suspensions with the Oregon Department of Motor Vehicles.

Police Department
Police Chief Don Brown submitted his report into record.  He stated the South Douglas Rodeo went well however the mutton busting caused some injuries.

Fire Department
Assistant Fire Chief Tom Kuntz reported drought status for Douglas County which in part is due to the extreme fire conditions which seem to have started a month earlier than in previous years.  He asked if there were any City Ordinances concerning fire seasons, small backyard warming or cooking fires.  City Recorder Shields stated she will research the ordinances since the only one that comes to mind is the burning barrel ban.  Councilor Harris asked about the weed ordinance.  Police Chief Brown said his department is actively working with owners of high weed properties.  Councilor Schmidt stated there is someone burning garbage in a burning barrel near Simpson Lane area at least twice a week.  

Public Works Department
Public Works Director, Andy Albee, submitted his report into record as written.  Councilor Kusler commented that Tri City Sanitary Authority’s dumping rate into the Wastewater Treatment Plant has been running higher than ours.  Mr. Albee said it seems to wash out as it can run 50/50 and sometimes the City’s dumping rate is higher.  Public Works Director Albee brought the Council up to date on the screen scour system problem with the Water Treatment Plant Construction Contractor, R & E Excavating.  He explained how the system should work and further stated a camera was run through one of the pipes with the contractor present and they found a lot of debris in the line that should not have been in there.  They are proceeding with different scenarios on rectifying the problem and more updates will be given as they go along.  

Councilor Harris asked about the drought issue and possible water rationing.  Public Works Director Albee said the river level is okay now but if it goes lower, a pump would have to be brought in to pump water into the intake.  Water to the parks could be shut off as a precaution however it’s not to that point yet.  Councilor Stevens asked about the use of effluent to water the city parks.  Public Works Director Albee said that would cost a lot of money to install pipes to do this and would also require boring under the creek which is very costly.  The other issue with this scenario is the wastewater treatment plant does not make enough effluent to keep the golf course in effluent water during the summer months.  Councilor Stevens also asked about the manhole on the Ireland property as indicated in the public works report.  Mr. Albee explained that this manhole was covered before 2007 and fill dirt was placed 11’ over the top by the owner of the property.  The owner was contacted and he did pay for the parts to fix the manhole in order to make it accessible.  

City Recorder Shields announced there will be a pool carnival held on Friday, June 19, 2015 from 3 to 8:00 p.m. and invited the City Council to attend.  She also stated City Administrator Sean Negherbon will be back from vacation on Friday.

MAYOR AND COUNCILOR
Committee Reports and Councilor Comments
Councilor Stevens said he would like to see city staff look into using the gray water for irrigation, possibly through a grant.  Public Works Director Albee said we are currently pumping the effluent to the golf course and not dumping it into the river.  

Councilor Harris said there is a lot of interest in the City Wide Yard Sale to be held on August 1, 2015.  They are getting banners made and are seeking donations to help pay for them.  Carla Sutch is doing the city map and phones calls should be directed her way.  Mr. Chaney said that Friends of the Pool is planning a yard sale in September.  Councilor Harris said fireworks sales will start June 30th for Main Street Myrtle Creek Association for their fund raiser.  The fireworks booth will be located on the Ireland property because the manager of Rays Food Place did not approve the use of their parking lot this year.  

Councilor Black said the Color Run was also held last weekend in Millsite Park as the starting and ending point.   She said over 200 people signed up to participate.  The Lions Club sold hot dogs and everyone had a great time.  There was only one minor hiccup with an elderly couple who wanted the music turned down because they wanted to get married in the park.  City Recorder Shields was also in attendance and told the couple they had not reserved the park and the color run was not going to accommodate their request.  The South Umpqua School Foundation made over $5000.00 to go towards building improvements from the Color Run fund raiser.

Councilor Kusler stated he liked Councilor Stevens’ earlier suggestion to have a sign put at the entrance of town stating, “We’re open for business”.  He felt the sign would be a great way to attract more businesses to the town.

Mayor Brouillard said he attended the MSK True Value grand opening along with several city staff and councilors.  The store is a wonderful addition to the community and is a beautiful store.  He also commented on the parking area across the north entrance to Myrtle Creek.  ODOT recently paved the park and ride area and it looks very nice.  Mayor Brouillard also stated there are several new houses going up around town.  He went on to state that he will be attending the Oregon Mayor’s Conference in Cottage Grove July 30 - August 1, 2015.

ADJOURNMENT
Mayor Brouillard adjourned the regular meeting of the City Council for June 16, 2015 at 8:18 p.m.



							             ____________________________
							                     Ken Brouillard, Mayor


Attest:	___________________________
	Carolyn D. Shields, CMC
	City Recorder
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