
CITY OF MYRTLE CREEK
REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL

  



DATE:				June 2, 2015

PLACE:				Council Chambers, 207 NW Pleasant St., Myrtle Creek, Oregon

PRESIDING OFFICER:		Mayor Ken Brouillard

COUNCILORS PRESENT:	Council President Allan Kusler, Councilors:  Gail Black, Henry Stevens, Susan Harris and Ken Schmidt 

A quorum was present throughout the meeting.

STAFF IN ATTENDANCE:	City Administrator Sean Negherbon, Public Works Director Andrew Albee, Fire Chief Brandon Everett, Finance Officer Eadie Calkins and City Recorder Carolyn Shields 

CALL TO ORDER:			Mayor Brouillard called the June 2, 2015 meeting to order at 5:30 PM   

CONSENT AGENDA

Motion was made by Councilor Stevens to approve the minutes of May 5, 2015 and seconded by Councilor Black.  Vote:  Motion passed unanimously.

Motion was made by Councilor Harris to approve the Payroll and Claims for April, 2015.  Motion was seconded by Councilor Black.  Discussion:  Councilor Schmidt verbally acknowledged his business received a check from the city.  Vote:  Motion passed unanimously.

Motion was made by Councilor Black to approve the Consent Agenda Part 3 for April, 2015.  Motion was seconded by Councilor Schmidt.  Vote:  Motion passed unanimously.

REGULAR
Water Treatment Plant Construction
Staff report was submitted into record by Public Works Director Andrew Albee.  Mr. Albee also noted the StacoSine filters have not faulted as of May 9, 2015.  The infiltration gallery remains plugged and R & G Excavating has been unwilling to help resolve the problem with the plugged pipes.  Suggestion was made by Public Works Director Albee to run a camera down the pipe in order to determine where the problem exists.  

City Administrator Negherbon stated the city is still holding $50,000.00 retainer fee because of the magnitude of the problem.  The contractor may wish to move this amount over towards the performance bond on the project.  Our attorney will be discussing this matter with their attorney.  In the mean time staff will try to get the city engineers on the project to help with project resolution.   

HGACBuy Interlocal Contract for Cooperative Purchasing and Authorizing the Mayor’s Signature
City Administrator Negherbon explained the contract is like a cooperative purchasing agreement.  City Attorney Bruce Coalwell recommended the city use the cooperative purchasing agreement in order to satisfy the competitive bidding process as established by ORS, (Oregon State Statues).  

Motion was made by Councilor Black to enter into the HGACBuy Interlocal cooperative purchasing and to authorize the Mayor’s signature on the contract.  Second to the motion was made by Councilor Kusler.    Discussion:  Councilor Stevens questioned the fill-in dates on the submitted form.  City Administrator Negherbon stated the dates were by fillable form and they would be corrected before the official copy is signed.  City Administrator Negherbon also clarified the contract has an automatic renewal clause in it.  After some discussion, the Council asked the cancellation of the agreement be made after the purchase of the fire truck is completed.  Vote:  Motion passed unanimously.

ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS – Public Hearing
Resolution No. 15-04; a Resolution Declaring the City’s Election to Receive State Revenues 

Mayor Brouillard opened the public hearing for the proposed uses of the State Revenue Sharing Funds at 6:03 p.m.  The City Administrator then gave his report verbally verifying to the City Council the city meets all requirements as set forth by ORS 221.770 in order to qualify and receive State Revenue Sharing Funds.
  
Hearing no testimony for or against the proposed uses of State Revenue Sharing, Mayor Brouillard then closed the public hearing for Resolution No. 15-04 at 6:04 p.m.

Motion was made by Councilor Harris to approve Resolution No. 15-04; a Resolution Declaring the City’s Election to Receive State Revenues.  Second to the motion was made by Councilor Black.  Vote:  Motion passed unanimously.  

Mayor Brouillard then read Resolution No. 15-04 into record by title only. 

CITIZENS HEARD ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS
Joan Beckman, 935 Fairway Dr., Myrtle Creek, Oregon.  Ms. Beckman came before the Council to alert them about an IRS phone scam that is going around town and threatening people by stating they needed to pay their back taxes immediately or they would be arrested by the local Police.  

Paulette Jones, 108 Silvercrest Ct., Myrtle Creek, Oregon.  Ms. Jones invited the Council to come to the next Myrtle Creek Tri City Area Chamber of Commerce this Thursday and the Nickel Bowl.  She has invited Mickey Beach from Neighbor Works Umpqua to come and discuss the rebranding efforts he is doing for Douglas County and he would like feedback from Myrtle Creek about the project.  Mr. Beach would like each community to come together and rebrand their area to use as a quilt that interlocks each community together as a whole county.  

CITY ADMINISTRATOR & OTHER DEPARTMENT REPORTS
Finance Report
Finance Officer, Eadie Calkins submitted her report into record.  Councilor Stevens inquired about the software upgrade for the finance and utility billing programs.  Ms. Calkins replied the upgrades went really well and the software upgrade has streamlined receipts saving time on the staff’s part on data entry.  Also the program will be upgraded to take automatic payments so that utility customers can access their accounts online to pay their utility bills.  

Police Department Report 
Chief Don Brown’s report was submitted into record as presented in the council packet due to his absence from the meeting.

Fire Department Report
Fire Chief Brandon Everett stated the 2015 fire season has started a month earlier than usual due to the drought we are experiencing and in typical fashion the rains came.  Over the weekend there were over 700 lightening strikes due to the recent storm and there was an actual down strike between Riverside Dr. and Vine Maple Dr.  The lightening struck a tree and took out the power transformer for the surrounding homes.  Chief Everett also stated the department is getting ready to put on the first annual John Shirtcliff memorial golf tournament.  The tournament will be a fund raiser for college scholarships they give out each spring to graduating students in the area.  Due to donations from the Leming and Shirtcliff families this year they were able to give out $24,000.00 in scholarships which included their first fire cadet who will be enrolling in the fire science classes at Umpqua Community College.

Public Works Department Report
Public Works Director Andrew Albee submitted his report into record.  He stated the recent bridge replacement at the RV Park was constructed with beams that were donated by the county and some of the materials from the old bridge were repurposed resulting in about $200.00 that was spent for screws and spacers for the I-beams.  He thanked Public Works Foreman Quinn Pickering for the outstanding job that he and his crew had in the construction of the bridge.  

City Administrator Report
City Administrator Negherbon told the Council he will not be in attendance at the next City Council meeting due to a scheduled vacation of which he will be gone for 10 days.

MAYOR AND COUNCILOR - Committee Reports and Councilor Comments
Councilor Stevens asked if the City is still getting the majority of water from the Springbrook Water Treatment Plant.  Public Works Director Albee replied the city has started irrigating at the city parks causing the demand to increase so they are now using the river plant 60% of the time and the Springbrook plant 40% of the time.  Councilor Stevens then asked about the status of the dog park.  City Administrator Negherbon is working on an inquiry with the neighbors to construct a dog park in the area of Maggie Steinbaugh Park that is undeveloped.  He went on to state how this is a good tourist draw to advertise a dog park in the community.  Councilor Stevens also inquired as to the equipment storage for the RV Park Host.  City Administrator Negherbon stated this project is designated for in the 2015-16 budget calendar year.  

Councilor Harris stated Main Street Myrtle Creek will again be selling fireworks as a fund raiser this year however, they can no longer use the parking lot at Ray’s Food Place due to a decision by the new manager.  They will be moving the booth to the South Main parking lot owned by Chuck Ireland near the Horsecreek Covered Bridge.  The only issue with this being the need for electricity to the booth so they will need to have a generator at the booth this year.

Councilor Black stated as the Myrtle Creek Library council liaison the library board is again starting up with the formation of a library district due to the budget shortfall that they will be experiencing at the county.  She stated within three years the library will be out of money.  Starting July 1, 2015, Librarian Joy Senada will be the only one working at the Library due to cuts in personnel.  The library hours have been cut down from 24 hours to 20 hours per week.  Question was asked regarding the fundraisers for each library branch and if the money can be allocated for a specific branch.  Councilor Black also mentioned under the current setup as a public library, the county cannot charge for library cards however, if the district is formed then it becomes legal to charge for library cards.  The problem remains large and bleak for the future so this is why the library district formation is being discussed again.  

Councilor Black also stated at last month’s meeting she brought up her concerns about the order of voting as set by the Mayor’s policy.  She again reiterated her opposition to the process.  Councilor Black however stated she felt a motion to change the assigned seating arrangement needed to be made as she felt strongly about this issue more so than the first matter.

Motion was made by Councilor Black to dispense with the assigned seating arrangement for the City Councilors.  Second to the motion was made by Councilor Kusler.  Discussion:  Councilor Schmidt stated he is hard of hearing and the amplifier system has not been set up as of late and he asked why the system was not set up as this is very helpful for him.  Vote:  Motion passed unanimously.

Councilor Schmidt said he had statements regarding the library financial problems.  He felt the problem for the library closing is due to past budgeting practices by former County Commissioners and now we are stuck having to think up solutions to resolve the budget crisis.  The other issue he wanted to bring up was the past comments he made years ago about using the effluent water to irrigate the city parks.  He asked why the city could not implement this program.  City Administrator Negherbon replied the effluent water treated for irrigation at the city parks needs to be treated at a higher level than what we put out.  If the city had an underground sprinkler system rather than a pop up system, then this could be used.  Another problem with irrigating with the effluent is the amount we can produce would not sufficiently be enough to irrigate the golf course and the city parks.  We have looked at doing this but the cost benefits don’t pencil out at this time.  City Administrator Negherbon also stated that because of the water plant upgrade, they are now not having as much of the back wash water going into the wastewater treatment plant causing less metered water to be treated therefore, Tri City is actually putting one third more water into the wastewater system than the city is.  At some point, we should look at proportional payment into the operational costs of the wastewater treatment plant.  Councilor Kusler questioned staff as to why the golf course can use effluent water but the city parks can’t.  City Administrator Negherbon replied the golf course posts signs stating the water is not treated and to not be in direct contact with it and they have to irrigate when the public is not within direct contact with the effluent water being irrigated.   

Mayor Brouillard made a presentation to Councilor Schmidt with a picture of him taking his oath of office beginning his 15th year in public office.  Councilor Schmidt thanked Mayor Brouillard and also stated today was his birthday.

Mayor Brouillard also noted the name change of the Myrtle Creek Golf Course to Cougar Canyon Golf Course.  Councilor Kusler stated he liked the name change because it takes away the assumption that it is a municipal golf course.  Also brought up was the Dinner on the Bridge ticket sales have begun with 30 tickets already sold out of 89.  Councilor Black stated the date for the dinner is August 29, 2015 and the theme is Rio Carnival.  The dinner will be catered by Fusion.  Mayor Brouillard stated Neal Lane Covered Bridge re-construction is now complete and is open for traffic.  There will also be a car show this Saturday at Frontier Communications.
  
Mayor Brouillard stated he was one of six people who attended last night’s town hall meeting with the County Commissioners.  City Administrator Negherbon stated he learned something last night regarding specific properties that are in Myrtle Creek and are currently in compression.  This does raise concerns about the formation of a Library District and the impact it could have on city taxes.  Mayor Brouillard stated he has attended three county town hall meetings and has learned something new at every meeting.  Our property taxes are what fund the county then they distribute the amounts out to the various districts and cities.  10% of the property taxes go to county then they distribute the remaining 90%.  50% of the 10% funds kept at the county is used to support the Sheriff’s Department.  The remaining county departments are currently supported by fees and the county’s reserve which will eventually dry up.  

EXECUTIVE SESSION
Mayor Brouillard called for an executive session at 7:01 p.m. under ORS 192.660(2)(d) to conduct deliberations with persons designated by the governing body to carry on labor negotiations.  The executive session was closed at 7:34 p.m.

RECONVENE TO REGULAR SESSION
Mayor Brouillard reconvened the regular session of the Myrtle Creek City Council at 7:34 p.m. and stated there were no decisions made during the executive session held under ORS 192.660(2)(d).

Motion was made by Councilor Kusler to accept the changes made to the bargaining agreement as presented by the City Administrator.  Second to the motion was made by Councilor Black.  Discussion:  The changes made by PERS and health insurance reform could have a major impact on the city budget therefore the two year contract is a good forethought even though this will cause the City Administrator to be bargaining with both city unions in the same year.  Vote:  Motion passed unanimously.

Councilor Stevens asked the Mayor to have a work session of the City Council in order to decide what we can do about our community and to basically revisit the Strategic Plan.  By consensus, the City Council set August 15, 2015 at 9:00 a.m. a time to meet under a work session in order to discuss council goals.

ADJOURNMENT
Mayor Brouillard adjourned the regular meeting of the City Council for June 2, 2015 at 7:48 p.m.
 
							             
								____________________________
							                     Ken Brouillard, Mayor
[bookmark: _GoBack]Attest:	___________________________
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