



CITY OF MYRTLE CREEK
REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL

 ban
  


DATE:				March 1, 2016

PLACE:				Council Chambers, 207 NW Pleasant St., Myrtle Creek, Oregon

PRESIDING OFFICER:		Mayor Ken Brouillard

COUNCILORS PRESENT:	Council President Allan Kusler; Councilors:  Gail Black, Henry Stevens, Ken Schmidt and Susan Harris 

A quorum was present throughout the meeting.

STAFF IN ATTENDANCE:	City Administrator Sean Negherbon and Finance Officer Eadie Calkins  

CALL TO ORDER:			Mayor Brouillard called the March 1, 2016 meeting to order at 5:30 PM  


CONSENT AGENDA
4.1 – Approval of February 16, 2016 Council Meeting Minutes
Motion was made by Councilor Schmidt and seconded by Councilor Harris to approve the minutes of February 16, 2016 as presented in the council packet.  Vote:  Motion passed unanimously.  

REGULAR AGENDA
5.1   SAVE OUR LIBRARIES
Mayor Brouillard introduced Mr. Bob Bell, who was here to answer any questions for the Save Our Libraries committee.  Also present was Librarian Hannah Merrill.   Mr. Bell said that Douglas County has approved the proposed petition and signatures are being gathered.  If the City opts to be included in the Library district, the citizens would vote in the November election.  If the Library District is approved in November, then citizens of Myrtle Creek would be a part of the library district and subject to the district’s tax.  Councilor Kusler questioned the news report of the City of Roseburg potentially losing a tremendous amount of money due to the Library District.  City Administrator Negherbon said properties would go into compression.  He knows of two properties in Myrtle Creek that would be affected.  Councilor Kusler felt that there are too many “ifs” in this proposal.  Future years would be compounded, increasing the rate each year.  The assessed value goes up 3% also.  Councilor Kusler said that the people should get to decide but it will cause compression.  
Councilor Schmidt stated it should go to the people of Myrtle Creek first.  Councilor Black stated the people should have the right to vote.  It will increase our taxes, but if passed, the people who voted yes will feel they are a part of the library system.  She is for doing it so they can have the right.  Councilor Harris questioned whether the Cities of Canyonville and Riddle opted out.  Mayor Brouillard said that Riddle has opted in and Canyonville will be looking at the resolution at their next meeting and will probably be in also.  Mr. Bell said Winston and Oakland has opted in, while Sutherlin and Roseburg are still considering it.    He stated that Roseburg’s estimate of cost due to compression was generalized.  He stated you need to go property by property and it needs to be more specific than the estimate that Roseburg did.  Compression figures are not available at this time as they come from a County vendor.  
Councilor Harris clarified the vote would be in November and tonight we decide if citizens are part of the district.  This will allow them to vote in November.  
Mayor Brouillard said he had one question concerning if we choose not to opt in and would our library still remain.  Since people living outside the City use our Library, if the City is not opted in what would happen to our library.  Mr. Bell said the County would not be able to afford for someone to work in the library so it is possible that it could no longer operate, but it is hard to predict.  The new Board would be the ones to decide.
Councilor Kusler brought up that charging rent for the building by the City is a possibility.  Mr. Bell said the estimated budget for the district was developed assuming that Cities are going to continue doing what they are doing now.  They provide the building, tables, chairs, shelves, etc.  He hoped that the building would remain a library.  
Librarian Hannah Merrill questioned whether the City would remain owner of the building.  CA Negherbon said yes.  She also wanted to know why the City would want to charge rent.  Councilor Kusler felt that with 44 cents per $1,000 in taxes and the City paying for water, lights, garbage, etc., we should charge rent so the citizens of Myrtle Creek can recoup some of the taxes.  But much of this would have to be decided later depending on what happens so there are a lot of “ifs”.
Councilor Harris questioned how many owner occupied homes are in the City versus tenant occupied.  CA Negherbon did not have that information but could try to find out.
Councilor Schmidt felt that we should opt in so the public could vote, however, if Myrtle Creek citizens vote it down and it is voted in for the rest of county, then the Myrtle Creek citizens would still have to pay.
Councilor Stevens wanted clarification that if we opt out, but it passes in the County, then we are not obligated to pay 44 cents/$1,000.  This was confirmed.  CA Negherbon said one property that would be subject to compression is in the Springbrook Road District and the other is at the other end of town towards Tri City.  Councilor Stevens asked what concessions has the library given up in order to stay open.  Mr. Bell answered that the library budget was cut by 2/3rds and is running at a minimum, the lowest level of library services.  It was again cut 2/3rds more and is now operating like a skeleton.  The employees that are left are getting the same pay but are doing 3 jobs.  Douglas County does not pay for books as the books are bought with donations.  This problem was predicted in 2011.  The libraries are now unsustainable due to a lack of revenue.  The new board will have the right to hire, fire, open, close and do whatever is best for the library system of 11 libraries.  The board will make concessions to run it efficiently.  Councilor Stevens also mentioned that minimum wage is going up.  
Mayor Brouillard asked for a poll of the council on whether to include Myrtle Creek in the Library District.  Councilor Black made a motion that we approve Resolution No. RES-16-06 A Resolution Approving Douglas County Order to Initiate Formation of County Library System Special District.  It was seconded by Councilor Harris.
The Mayor asked for any further discussion regarding the library system.  Librarian Hannah Merrill said it would cost $80 a year for a library card for citizens not in the Library District.  Councilor Kusler asked how Mayor Brouillard would vote.  Mayor Brouillard said he would vote no as his income has dropped and his taxes are going up.  The Library is not essential.  It is nice, but not essential.  
Roll call on the Motion:  Yay votes were cast by Councilors Harris, Black and Kusler.  Nay votes were cast by Councilors Schmidt and Stevens.  The motion passes 3 to 2. 

Mr. Bell, who is presently on the Umpqua Community College board and retired, mentioned that a lot of people who are under 24 still can’t afford internet and they are able to use Wi-Fi at the Library to access the internet to apply for jobs.  There are also a lot of people who don’t even know how to use the internet.  Librarian Hannah Merrill thanked the Council for their support of the district.  Mayor Brouillard then introduced Levi Merrill, Hannah’s husband, who was present.  He works for Roseburg Forest Products and Bay City ambulance and is also a volunteer Myrtle Creek fireman.

6.    Resolutions
Resolution No. RES-16-06; A Resolution Approving Douglas County Order to Initiate Formation of County Library System Special District
Mayor Brouillard read the resolution in its entirety.  A motion to approve the reading of Resolution No. RES-16-06; A Resolution Approving Douglas County Order to Initiate Formation of County Library System Special District was made by Councilor Black and seconded by Councilor Harris.  Roll Call:  Yay votes were cast by Councilors Harris, Black and Kusler.  Nay votes were cast by Councilors Schmidt and Stevens.  The motion passes 3 to 2.

7.  Citizens Heard on Non-Agenda Items
Ted Romas, 271 Indian Lane, Myrtle Creek, mentioned that his hometown of Fulton, NY is currently looking at a proposal to dissolve the City of Fulton because of reduced revenue and services.  He also announced that the Citizen of the Year Banquet is this Saturday and there are only 3 seats left with 197 having been sold.  “Destination 97457” is the theme, dress is business/casual.  Thursday night there is a Chamber of Commerce meeting at Adam’s House Assisted Living with the new officers being sworn in 6:00 pm.  Ted is retiring as president and Paulette Jones is being sworn in.

City Administrator Report
City Administrator Sean Negherbon told the Council that Paulette Jones brought in the Road Map to Economic Vitality document with RDI and it has been signed.  We are going to pay approximately $1,100 and the partnership is between the City, the Chamber and Main Street Association.  A team of area leaders will be surveying our assets.  Councilor Kusler inquired why we had to pony up $1,100.  CA Negherbon said the costs are about $35,000 and the Ford Family Foundation is donating 90% of that.  RDI will identify who is to be in the group, assess our community for growth, arrange work sessions, identify key initiatives and come up with a course of action.  Basically, lay out the road map.  The City of La Pine has seen good results.  

CA Negherbon also brought up discussion for an Urban Renewal District.  He has contacted a consultant that has worked with urban renewal districts and she can put on a workshop with the City Council.  He would like to set that up.  Mayor Brouillard said this project is extensive and would be a 20 to 40 year project.  It was discussed as a Council goal and we need to do it the right way.  This consultant will spend time in our community and costs are $3,000 for the workshop.  If the Council wants to proceed, then costs range between $15,000 – 50,000 for a feasibility study.  CA Negherbon would like to schedule March 28th, a Monday, for a work session, either late afternoon or evening.  Council consensus was to go ahead and schedule it for the 28th.  

The Airport fuel pump was then brought up by CA Negherbon.  He reported that it is obsolete and needs to be replaced.  Cost for a new pump is $3,000 plus $2,000 for electrical and plumbing.  The display is an additional $1,000 to replace.  Also staff needs to be certified as fuel dispensers.  The cost to train and certify is $1,000.  Also needed is an upgraded card reader for the new credit cards with a chip.  Mayor Brouillard said his opinion is to pull the tank as we have not made money by selling fuel at the Airport.  Staff recommends it be removed.  It was City Council’s consensus to remove it.  CA Negherbon said that the Airport Support Group is aware this was being considered.

CA Negherbon said he attended the City’s insurance conference last week.  Rates for medical will increase 2.5%, dental 5.4%, and property insurance will also increase.

Mayor and Councilor – Committee Reports and Councilor Comments
Councilor Harris announced that she is no longer on the Main Street Association’s board due to personal time constraints.  She has not decided to run for city council but probably will.
Councilor Kusler asked if Douglas County is taking care of Division Street, as it is in disrepair.  CA Negherbon said it is our section that is going bad.  He is budgeting to repair inside the white lines with a grind and replace method, not an overlay.  
Councilor Kusler mentioned that Myrtle Creek should float a bond to fix our streets, but now we have libraries needing tax money and the citizens can only handle so much.  Mayor Brouillard said the Council could consider raising the street fee to $4 or $5 from $3.  
Councilor Stevens asked about the City Ordinance on abandoned cars, as one is parked on North Myrtle across the street from the rodeo grounds and it has grass growing around it.  CA Negherbon will have this looked into.
Councilor Stevens also inquired about receiving emails with questionnaires from Envision Umpqua & Mickey Beach.  CA Negherbon said he was familiar with the questionnaires, which asks about city infrastructure and what people wanted to do, along with health care questions.  Councilor Stevens asked if Finance Officer Calkins was certified to do the City Recorder’s minutes.  CA Negherbon said she did not need to be certified to take the minutes.  Councilor Stevens also commented that the roads and repairs are a continuing problem.  
Councilor Kusler asked CA Negherbon why a bicycle tour is coming to the High School this summer and why didn’t the City try to get that.  CA Negherbon said they are camping at schools this year along the way and the City was not approached nor in on the decision.

Mayor Brouillard told the Council that he is following up with Oregon Travel Experience with a letter he is sending in for help on the businesses that would like additional I-5 signage.
He also wanted the Council’s input on buying bricks for the two Myrtle Creek students that were killed at the UCC shooting last October.  It was Council’s consensus to buy 5 bricks for a total of $200;  two with Rebecka Carnes’ name and two with Sarena Moore’s name and one for the City of Myrtle Creek.  The wording was mutually agreed upon and the Mayor will fill out the order forms.  It was moved by Councilor Kusler and seconded by Councilor Schmidt to buy five (5) bricks out of the City Council expense line item.  Motion passed unanimously.   CA Negherbon said they will begin installing bricks to line the pathway near the South Umpqua Memorial Pool and Sharp Impressions, a local company, will engrave them.

ADJOURNMENT
Mayor Brouillard adjourned the regular meeting of the City Council for March 1, 2016 at 7:03 PM.

							             ____________________________
							                     Ken Brouillard, Mayor

Attest:	___________________________
	Carolyn D. Shields, CMC
	City Recorder
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