
CITY OF MYRTLE CREEK
REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL

 ban
  


DATE:				March 15, 2016

PLACE:				Council Chambers, 207 NW Pleasant St., Myrtle Creek, Oregon

PRESIDING OFFICER:	Mayor Ken Brouillard

COUNCILORS PRESENT:	Council President Allan Kusler; Councilors:  Henry Stevens, Ken 						Schmidt and Susan Harris 

COUNCILORS ABSENT:	Councilor Gail Black 

					A quorum was present throughout the meeting.

STAFF IN ATTENDANCE:	City Administrator Sean Negherbon, Police Chief Don Brown, Public 					Works Director Quinn Pickering, Finance Officer Eadie Calkins and 					Fire Chief Tom Kuntz 

CALL TO ORDER:		Mayor Brouillard called the March 15, 2016 meeting to order at 5:30 PM  

PUBLIC PRESENTATIONS:
Paulette Jones, Chamber President, 108 Silver Crest Court, Myrtle Creek, thanked the council members for attending the Chamber’s Citizens of the Year Banquet.  She also announced that on April 1st Studio 111 on Second Ave. will have a grand opening and the Chamber will be doing a ribbon cutting, time to be set.  The business will feature hair stylists and a photographer specializing in weddings and glamor shots.  
The City is also now in partnership with Main Street Myrtle Creek Association and the Chamber of Commerce for the Road Map to Economic Vitality project with RDI.  An assessment has already begun for our area and all of 97457 is included.  The Steering Committee has been selected and there will be a site tour on March 25th to assess the strengths and weaknesses of our area.  The committee will meet at City Hall at 8:00am.    Paulette also said she was going to ask the Chamber board if she could start a “Volunteer of the Month” award and would like to present it at the City Council meetings.  She asked for input from the Council.  Council consensus was that it was a good idea, but suggested it be a quarterly award or bi-annual award instead of monthly.  Audience member Bob Chaney commented that his newspaper has picked a volunteer from our community once a month for 12 years and never repeated a single one.

CONSENT AGENDA
Part I – Approval of March 1, 2016 Council Meeting Minutes

Motion was made by Councilor Schmidt and seconded by Councilor Stevens to approve the minutes of March 1, 2016 as presented in the council packet.  Vote:  Motion passed unanimously.  
Part II – Approval of Payroll & Claims Report for February, 2016

Motion was made by Councilor Schmidt and seconded by Councilor Kusler to accept the payroll and claims report for February, 2016.  Discussion:  Councilor Schmidt made note that his business received a check from the City this month.  Councilor Harris questioned a check written to Monkey Business.  Councilor Stevens asked about this purchase also.  Chief Brown explained the purchase was for a rifle and that the business is a properly certified firearms dealer in our area.  The purchase was made from seizure funds.  Vote:  Motion passed unanimously.

Part III – Acknowledge Receipt of City Committees/Commission Reports

Motion was made by Councilor Harris and seconded by Councilor Schmidt to acknowledge receipt of Part III of the Consent Agenda as presented in the March 15, 2016 council packet.  Vote:  Motion passed unanimously.  

DEPARTMENT REPORTS
Finance Officer
Finance Officer Eadie Calkins submitted her report into record as written.  She advised the Council that the Utility Billing’s new Web Payment program has begun and we are having success with customers using it.  We have had a lot of positive feedback.  Councilor Kusler questioned a lower utility bill while a vacant home is being remodeled.  City Administrator Negherbon offered options but suggested a new fee could be addressed during the review of the Fees & Charges Handbook.  Mayor Brouillard complimented the office crew for doing a good job taking care of customers.

Police Department
Police Chief Don Brown submitted his report into record.  Councilor Kusler asked how many AR-15s we have.  Chief Brown answered that there is one in each car.  Councilor Stevens asked about the increase in the use of methamphetamines in our area and its relationship to an increase in crime.  Chief Brown said its use had gone down, but it is coming back to our area.  It causes users to become crazier but does not necessarily increase crime.   Councilor Harris asked if there has been an increase in transients.  Chief Brown said there has not.

Fire Department
Fire Chief Tom Kuntz informed the Council that his department has been contacted by a couple of property owners that would like dilapidated homes burned, allowing them to do training.  They are looking into them.  They are also starting to organize the annual golf tournament.  Councilor Kusler asked for an update on the new fire truck.  Chief Kuntz stated it would arrive mid-summer or early fall.  Today the firemen did a safety program at the fire hall for Kindergarten and pre-school students.  They were educated on “stop, drop and roll” and other fire safety measures.  Chief Kuntz reported that our surplus ambulance was donated to the City of Elkton.  Our fire department also received a donated ambulance from Alsea Fire Department, which had less miles and was in better condition.  Councilor Stevens asked if the new truck would fit in the fire hall.  Chief Kuntz explained that the new truck would be moved to the front line and they would shift the older ones back and surplus the oldest.  The fire department is also putting up new fire addressing signs on South Myrtle due to expansion of the rural area.  It was explained that the numbering system relates to the distance from the post office.  Councilor Harris inquired as to Chief Kuntz not living in the City limits.  The Chief explained that this restriction was lifted for volunteers a while ago in an effort to get more volunteers.  It was also discussed by the department when he was nominated and the department supported him for the position of Chief.  The Chief was also asked why the siren had to go off if the volunteers have pagers.  He explained that you don’t always have the pager with you and the siren is a second alert for the City.  

Public Works Department
Public Works Director Quinn Pickering submitted his report into record as written.  He added that our new employee, Tanner Pence, started on the crew last month and is doing well.  PWD Pickering also brought a painted fire hydrant to the meeting to show the council.  The hydrant was donated by a local family to put in the new dog park.  City Administrator Negherbon mentioned that Tanner Pence is also a Myrtle Creek volunteer fireman who lives outside the City limits.  Councilor Schmidt asked for an update on the Infiltration Gallery at the Water Plant.  PWD Pickering said repairs were scheduled for this summer, when river levels are lower.

Councilor Kusler brought up the redwood tree at the corner of Second Ave. and Hall St.  He explained it is tearing up sidewalks and water & sewer lines and suggested taking it down as it is a nuisance tree.  PWD Pickering said he had gotten some preliminary bids to cut the tree down starting at $4,000.  Councilor Harris asked about trees on Main St. and downtown.  PWD Pickering said the City has trimmed them and is replacing some of them.  City Administrator Negherbon said we would have to look at the City Ordinances concerning removing the historical tree and suggested we have a public hearing before it is cut down.  Mayor Brouillard also suggested that the public be notified since this tree is of historical significance.  Councilor Harris agreed that we should have a public hearing, but she also would like to know how much has been spent on repairs to fix the area due to the tree roots.  Councilor Schmidt said the tree was believed to have been planted by our town founder, John Hall.  Fire Chief Kuntz said that school students are taught about the tree and that it is one of their stops during school outings.  Councilor Stevens suggested that if it is cut down, it should be made into a bench for City residents.  Paulette Jones cautioned the council, as Douglas County faced a controversy when they cut down trees in one of their parks recently.  Mayor Brouillard instructed City Administrator Negherbon to research the matter for a possible public hearing, obtain the history and background of tree and the cost of prior repairs.  Bob Chaney asked if it is listed on the historical site registration and believed there was a process for the Planning Commission or Historical Society to follow.

Councilor Stevens asked about water meter replacements on the Public Works report.  PDW Pickering explained the process for replacing a meter and the reasons behind it.  Delinquent accounts being turned off and late notice percentages were discussed.  Councilor Stevens asked about the replacement of old meters.  PWD Pickering said we have under 200 left to replace at a cost of $86 per meter.  

REGULAR AGENDA - RESOLUTIONS								
Resolution No. RES-16-07; A Resolution Adopting Council Goals

Mayor Brouillard read the Resolution No. RES-16-07; a Resolution Adopting Council Goals in its entirety into record.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]Motion was made by Councilor Stevens to approve Resolution No. RES-16-07;  A Resolution Adopting Council Goals.  Second to the motion was made by Councilor  Schmidt.  Discussion:  Councilor Stevens asked about the relationship of these goals with the Road Map to Economic Vitality and whether it dovetailed with street maintenance.  City Administrator Negherbon explained that the Road Map covers economic development.  Vote:  Motion passed unanimously.  

City Administrator Report
City Administrator Sean Negherbon told the Council that the budget process is moving along on schedule.  Tax revenue will be down slightly, but we are waiting for numbers from the County.  The Parks Commission will be doing a ribbon cutting ceremony at Maggie Steinbaugh Park next month, date to be set.  They will also do something similar with the Applegate Trail property.  The Economic Vitality project will begin next week.  Councilor Kusler asked about the Water Plant issue.  City Administrator Negherbon said AECOM will be redesigning the gallery and we have a timeline for a new design.  We will not need new permits as it is just a repair, but he will double check that.  Councilor Stevens asked about the property behind the Post Office and was the issue concerning property lines resolved.  City Administrator Negherbon said the City is aware of our own property lines.  The area in front of the Post Office was also discussed, as the area becomes muddy and a previous owner of the property next door had asked that the area beside the sidewalk be paved.  Councilor Harris mentioned that the Main St. Association had discussed it and could possibly help with that.  Councilor Stevens asked if the City had any riparian policies for property owners bordering the creek.  City Administrator Negherbon said the City has adopted rules pertaining to City property that abuts the water, but it doesn’t cover private property.  Councilor Stevens also asked how many property owners are not required to pay taxes inside the City, whether they are exempt or are non-profit groups.  City Administrator Negherbon will check into this and bring back the information to a future meeting.

Mayor and Councilor – Committee Reports and Councilor Comments
Councilor Stevens said that the “Local Focus” magazine that is put out by the League of Oregon Cities is a very good one and has valuable information. 

Mayor Brouillard stated he went to the LOC Small Cities network meeting.  It was held at the City of Rogue River and they did a good job on their program.  The next Small Cities meeting will be September 8th here in Myrtle Creek.  Mayor Brouillard also told the Council that he received a letter from a person who stayed at our RV Park recently complimenting Donny and Jo Ray, our Camp Hosts, on the job they are doing there.  This person, Ric Whitson, said he has travelled in his motor home from coast to coast and felt that the Rays were a treasure for Myrtle Creek.  

ADJOURNMENT
Mayor Brouillard adjourned the regular meeting of the City Council for March 15, 2016 at 6:38 PM.


							             ____________________________
							                     Ken Brouillard, Mayor
Attest:	___________________________
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