
CITY OF MYRTLE CREEK
REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL

 ban
  

DATE:				May 17, 2016

PLACE:				Council Chambers, 207 NW Pleasant St., Myrtle Creek, Oregon

PRESIDING OFFICER:	Mayor Ken Brouillard

COUNCILORS PRESENT:	Council President Allan Kusler; Councilors:  Henry Stevens, Ken 						Schmidt, Gail Black and Susan Harris 

					A quorum was present throughout the meeting.

STAFF IN ATTENDANCE:	City Administrator Sean Negherbon, City Recorder Carolyn Shields, 					Police Chief Don Brown, Public Works Director Quinn Pickering, 						Finance Officer Eadie Calkins and Fire Chief Tom Kuntz 

CALL TO ORDER:		Mayor Brouillard called the May 17, 2016 meeting to order at 5:30 PM  

CONSENT AGENDA
Part I – Approval of May 3, 2016 Council Meeting Minutes

Motion was made by Councilor Schmidt and seconded by Councilor Harris to approve the minutes of May 3, 2016 as presented in the council packet.  Vote:  Motion passed unanimously.  

Part II – Approval of Payroll & Claims Report for April, 2016

Motion was made by Councilor Harris and seconded by Councilor Schmidt to accept the payroll and claims report for April, 2016.  Discussion:  Councilor Schmidt said his business did receive a check for auto supplies.  Vote:  Motion passed unanimously.

Part III – Acknowledge Receipt of City Committees/Commission Reports

Motion was made by Councilor Harris and seconded by Councilor Schmidt to acknowledge receipt for Part III of the Consent Agenda as presented in the May 17, 2016 council packet.  Vote:  Motion passed unanimously.  

DEPARTMENT REPORTS
Finance Officer
Finance Officer Eadie Calkins submitted her report into record as written.  

Councilor Stevens stated funds have been budgeted for the band shell repairs.  He also reviewed the flower basket donations that were paid from the Park Commission and City Council line items for a total of $550.00
Mayor Brouillard noted for the record that Councilor Black arrived at 5:35 p.m.

Police Department
Police Chief Don Brown submitted his report into record.  Chief Brown spoke about the bicycle rodeo and what a great success it was.  Every child received a bicycle helmet and a free gift certificate for a mini pizza.  The event was well supported by the community and had many volunteers that helped to make the event a success.  Chief Brown especially noted Officer Robert Baker’s hard work in putting together the event.

The Police Department also had an Instructor come down from the DPSST (Department of Public Safety Standards and Training) at no cost to the City for training.  Ray’s Food Place donated a meat and veggie tray for snacks during the training and Chief Brown wanted to publicly thank them for their donation.    

Fire Department
Fire Chief Tom Kuntz informed the Council that his department will be sending out bids for tools and equipment needed for the new fire truck.  There is still no confirmed delivery date for the new truck yet.  The Fire Department is also getting ready to host its annual golf tournament and planning is going well for the event.  The department may also surplus the old communications bus which would free up some space at the fire hall.  City staff will research the bus acquisition in order to know if the bus should be given back to the agency that donated it to the City years ago.  The communications equipment is out of date however they will salvage the generator that is attached to the bus.  Chief Kuntz stated the need for incident command centers have changed drastically over the years and there is no longer a need for this kind of mobile command center as the State takes over any major incidents that may occur.  

Public Works Department
Public Works Director Quinn Pickering submitted his report into record as written.  Councilor Harris thanked the city crew for putting the flower baskets up around town.  

Public Works Director Pickering stated the new meter reader has been reading meters and is doing very well.  The city crew took up 13 trailer loads to the landfill during the citywide clean-up event.  Douglas County Public Works Director, Rob Paul, seems to be happy about the process so the program may be able to continue into the following year.  There were some residents that took advantage of the program and next year this will be rectified with some ground rules made in order to alleviate a repeat of some trouble spots they had this year.  Mayor Brouillard asked Mr. Pickering for his opinion on whether the city should continue the program.  Mr. Pickering answered, it is a good program and he would like to see it continue.  One of the things that will be addressed is the number of television sets that one property can dispose of as this was one of the issues that was a concern.  Mr. Pickering also announced the promotion of Zach Potter to Public Works Foreman.

Councilor Stevens asked about the status of the Plaza Drive Overlay project.  Mr. Pickering stated Black Pearl Asphalt has finished the asphalt grinding and will start paving and the project should be completed by the end of the week.  Councilor Stevens then asked about the problems with the electrical system at the water treatment plant.  City Administrator Negherbon stated a transformer went out but there were no lasting damages from the outage.  

REGULAR AGENDA								
Bay Cities Ambulance Lease
Staff report was submitted into record by City Administrator Sean Negherbon.  He told the Council the lease is basically the same lease agreement the City had with Douglas County Fire District No. 2.  The Fire District recently sold the ambulance business portion of their services to Bay Cities Ambulance.  Included in the sale was the lease of the manufactured home located at the Myrtle Creek Fire Department property.  Bay Cities Ambulance is only looking for a six months lease due to a change in shift hours.  They also would like to have a station in Tri City rather than Myrtle Creek.  The lease is written for the amount of $260.00 per month with a 3% increase every year thereafter.  Councilor Kusler stated he was not in favor of the lease as it should be for a higher monthly amount.  He asked why they would want to move out to Tri City and questioned if they were given the option to move to the Myrtle Creek Airport property instead.  City Administrator Negherbon replied he did offer an RV space at the Airport.  Mr. Negherbon also told the Council the manufactured home is owned by another party who leases it to Bay Cities Ambulance and once the lease is terminated the manufactured home will need to be removed from the property.  

Motion was made by Councilor Kusler to change the lease to $300.00 net per month and renegotiate the lease after six months.  Second to the motion was made by Councilor Stevens.  Councilor Stevens asked if there will a problem with the manufactured home taking up room that may be needed with the acceptance of the new fire truck.  City Administrator Negherbon stated the communications bus will be moved and other equipment will be parked under the carport.  Councilor Harris asked what other cities are charging the ambulance service for a land lease amount.  Councilor Black asked if Bay Cities Ambulance has seen the lease agreement amount for $260.00 per month and are they amendable to the amount.  Vote:  Motion passed unanimously.

Ordinances/Resolutions
Ordinance No. ORD No. 806; an Ordinance Adding Chapter 5.25 to the Myrtle Creek Municipal Code Establishing a Tax on the Sale of Marijuana by a Retailer Licensed by the Oregon Liquor Control Commission and Regulated Under Chapter 1, Oregon Laws 2015 (Measure 91), as Amended by Section 1, Chapter 614, Oregon Laws 2015 (HB 3400) and Referring the Ordinance to the Voters

Motion was made by Councilor Schmidt to approve the second reading of Ordinance No. 806; an Ordinance Adding Chapter 5.25 to the Myrtle Creek Municipal Code Establishing a Tax on the Sale of Marijuana by a Retailer Licensed by the Oregon Liquor Control Commission and Regulated Under Chapter 1, Oregon Laws 2015 (Measure 91), as Amended by Section 1, Chapter 614, Oregon Laws 2015 (HB 3400) and Referring the Ordinance to the Voters.  Second to the motion was made by Councilor Black.  Discussion:  Councilor Kusler asked if the passage of this ordinance allows the voters to vote on the tax in the November election.  City Administrator Negherbon affirmed the ordinance will go to the voters asking them to allow recreational marijuana sales to be taxed 3%.  Vote:  Motion passed unanimously.

Resolution No. RES-16-08; a Resolution Extending Worker’s Compensation Coverage to Volunteers of the City of Myrtle Creek during Policy Year 2016-17.

Motion was made by Councilor Kusler to approve Resolution No. RES-16-08; a Resolution Extending Worker’s Compensation Coverage to Volunteers of the City of Myrtle Creek during Policy Year 2016-17.  Second to the motion was made by Councilor Black.  Discussion:   Councilor Stevens asked if the resolution also includes the volunteers at the Library.  City Administrator Negherbon replied it does not because they are volunteering under the insurance umbrella for Douglas County and not the City.  Vote:  Motion passed unanimously.

Resolution No. RES-16-09; a Resolution to the Oregon Department of Administrative Services Certifying the City’s Qualification to Receive State Revenue Sharing Funds

Motion was made by Councilor Stevens to approve Resolution No. RES-16-09; a Resolution to the Oregon Department of Administrative Services Certifying the City’s Qualification to Receive State Revenue Sharing Funds.  Second to the motion was made by Councilor Harris.  Vote:  Motion passed unanimously.

Citizens Heard on Non-Agenda Items
Todd Theiss, 151 NW Pine Avenue, Myrtle Creek, Oregon.  Mr. Theiss spoke to the Council regarding his concerns about the tree that has fallen across the myrtle creek onto the Elks Lodge property.  His concern is if the tree is bucked then kids walking across the creek on the tree could get hurt.  With that being said he is also concerned if the tree is not bucked then it may cause a build-up of debris that could block the creek during the winter and once it breaks loose could take out the covered bridge or cause flooding to the downtown area.  

City Administrator Negherbon stated the tree is on the Elks property and he is a little nervous about doing anything in the creek because the Oregon Division of State Lands has commented on the fallen tree stating this is an ideal fish habitat that has been created by the tree and ivy.  Discussion ensued as to volunteers in the community removing the tree on their own.  Mayor Brouillard asked Mr. Theiss if he is seeking approval from the City to remove or buck the tree and if so, the City is not in a position to offer authorization since the property is not owned by the City.  Mr. Theiss stated even though it is not the City’s problem it could become their problem if water starts to back up in the down town area when the rains start.  After quite a long discussion on the matter, Mayor Brouillard reinforced his earlier statement and stated this is not a city issue that the city crew is responsible for and to let this matter go.      

City Administrator Report
City Administrator Negherbon gave an update on the water intake project.  The AECOM subcontracted engineer on the project is finally re-engaged which has made AECOM excited about the break through.  It has been a three year process and Public Works Director Pickering is having a problem with getting the permit for the intake.  However, the work for the intake is an emergency and under these types of conditions the work will be done to fix the intake whether we get the permit or not.  The city crew had to drain the north tank as there was a break in which was a little disquieting.  The City will be installing alarms to the tanks in order to alleviate a repeat of any future break-ins.   

Mayor and Councilor – Committee Reports and Councilor Comments
Councilor Harris asked if the garbage can ordinance was in effect and if so, she would like to see action taken regarding the placement of the garbage can at the end of Morrison Avenue.  

Councilor Kusler asked if there is any way we can figure out a way to reduce a person’s water bill in the summer time and asked if good paying customers could receive a discount.  He stated he is concerned about residents not watering their lawns during the summer months.  City Administrator Negherbon replied the City has a large debt service on the water treatment plant and if we reduce it too much then we would not have enough money to pay our loan obligations.  There would have to be a lot of thought put into any discount program the city may implement.  Mayor Brouillard stated if the city wants to drop rates during summertime, which is when the water plant produces more water, than it would be necessary to raise rates during the winter months in order to balance out the required funds.  Councilor Kusler used the example of the city pool by saying there are more people using the pool after the admission fee was changed from $3 to $1.00.  Councilor Kusler stated people would use more water in the summer which would balance out the price discount.  He said it would be a shame to see so many brown lawns around town this summer.  Councilor Schmidt suggested city staff come up with a formula to lower the water rate in the summer and raise it in the winter.  He stated it shouldn’t be too hard to figure out with the computer system we have.  He would like to see people have green lawns this summer too.  City Administrator Negherbon said he could look at something to bring back to Council.  Councilor Black stated some people may never want to water their lawn.  City Administrator Negherbon stated our water cost to produce the water is quite high.  If we make more water than the cost of running the plant also goes up.

Councilor Stevens asked about watering the parks from the creek in order to save the City money.  City Administrator Negherbon stated this would actually be a very expensive project as we would have to pick up several diversion points which would cost around $20,000.00.  Councilor Stevens asked about the status of coin operated showers in the RV Park.  City Administrator Negherbon stated Public Buildings Director VanCleave is almost done with the remodel at the community center and he has ordered the showers.  Councilor Stevens then asked about SB 1573 the legislature is looking at regarding annexation.  City Administrator Negherbon stated this should not affect us since we have a policy of customer initiated annexations.  We don’t annex property inside the city limits nor our urban growth boundary without property owner’s approval.  Next question from Councilor Stevens was do we have an ordinance on drones.  City Administrator Negherbon replied there is no ordinance regarding the use of drones inside the city limits.  Councilor Stevens said he would like to see more community events listed in the League of Oregon Cities newsletter.   

Mayor Brouillard stated there was an RDI Road Map to Vitality meeting last night at the community center which had a good mix of people from the community.  There will be another meeting on June 26, 2016 at 5:30 p.m.  Mayor Brouillard then listed the upcoming events for Myrtle Creek.  He encouraged everyone to attend the Applegate Trail dedication set for May 26, 2016 at 2:00 p.m.
		 
ADJOURNMENT
Mayor Brouillard adjourned the regular meeting of the City Council for May 17, 2016 at 7:08 p.m.



Attest: __________________________		             	____________________________
	        Carolyn D. Shields, CMC		                     		Ken Brouillard, Mayor
	        City Recorder
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