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CITY OF MYRTLE CREEK
REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL

  


DATE:				October 4, 2016

PLACE:				Council Chambers, 207 NW Pleasant St., Myrtle Creek, Oregon

PRESIDING OFFICER:		Mayor Ken Brouillard

COUNCILORS PRESENT:	Council President Allan Kusler; Councilors: Henry Stevens, and Gail Black; Student Representative: Jade Standford-Whightsil  
	
	Councilor Susan Harris arrived at 5:38pm
 
COUNCILORS ABSENT:	Councilor Ken Schmidt 

A quorum was present throughout the meeting.

STAFF IN ATTENDANCE:	City Administrator Sean Negherbon, City Recorder Joshua Norton 

CALL TO ORDER:			Mayor Brouillard called the October 4, 2016 meeting to order at 5:30 PM 

PUBLIC PRESENTATIONS
Mayor Brouillard opened the meeting with a quote from Thomas Jefferson and acknowledged the accomplishment of goal number five of the City Council; to create electronic packets for council and the public. 

PROCLAMATION
Recognizing Shop 97457 for the Month of October.  
Mayor Brouillard read the proclamation into record. The Mayor explained that small businesses provide more jobs than any other sector of the economy and showed his appreciation to local small business owner, as well as contributor to the creation of the proclamation, Paullete Jones. Ms. Jones thanked the council and the Mayor for the fourth year of the Shop 97457 Proclamation. Ms. Jones also announced Cash Mob will be held October 20, 2016 at 4:30pm down at Millsite Park. 

County Commission Chris Boice to Discuss the Library Bond on the Ballot in November.
Mayor Brouillard introduced County Commissioner Chris Boice and Commissioner Elect Gary Leif. 
Commissioner Boice explained that his attendance was to provide further information on the purposed library tax district as well as details on whether the measure passes or fails. He explained that if the measure passes the few things to address would include both the transfer of funds from the county to the district, and bridge funding between the time the district is formed and when it starts collecting tax revenue. Commissioner Boice then set the scene for the measure not passing, describing the counties lack of funds for the library system but his belief that those who are passionate about library services continuing to work toward a solution. The Commissioner stated that his reason for attending local city council meetings is to help cities build a plan for their local library should the measure not pass. 
Councilor Kusler questioned the amount tax payers will be charged because of the assessor’s ability to raise tax 3% every year.  Commissioner Boice clarified that the library district tax would always stay at $0.44 per thousand but as your home value increases your tax will increase with it. Councilor Kusler then asked the reasoning behind the proposed bond of 4 million when the County was operating the libraries on 2.5 million. Commissioner Boice said that those proposing the district looked back to a time when the library system was operating at its best capacity and then applied inflation to that. Councilor Stevens asked if the tax would stay in effect if a library closed down. Commissioner Boice answered that it would remain in effect. Councilor Stevens then asked what would need to happen to change the amount of the tax to which Commissioner Boice responded that it would be a large, voter initiated process. Commissioner Elect Gary Leif gave a brief introduction of himself and his progress becoming a County Commissioner. 

Jeanne Delsman 995 Bilger Creek Rd. Myrtle Creek
Ms. Delsman said she spends a lot of time at the library. She expressed concern that the public was confused and needed a solid statement from the County Commissioners. Ms. Delsman recommended a newspaper article be published. Commissioner Boice said he would put an informational article in the newspaper next Sunday. Ms. Delsman asked if the inventory would be sold if the bond was voted down. Commissioner Boice anticipates that inventory and equipment will transfer ownership to the cities choosing to operate their own libraries, should the bond be voted down. 

Julienne DeMarsh 1152 N Old Pacific Hwy Myrtle Creek
Ms. Demarsh asked Commission Boice to briefly explain why internet services were cut off to the library. Commissioner Boice explained that issued had arisen with links to articles that took a position on the library district. Because the county must remain impartial those links were disabled. Following this; miscommunication lead to a staff member taking more information off than was necessary. Commissioner Boice stated that an investigation on whether staff was using county property to advocate is currently underway.

Marilyn Brouillard 989 Jenny Lane, Myrtle Creek
Mrs. Brouillard shared with the council that she served on the library board for eighteen years. She also mentioned having been a part of closing down a library before moving here and would not like to see the same happen in Douglas County. Mrs. Brouillard asked Commissioner Boice what Elkton and Sutherlin, who have opted out of the district, are going to do. Commissioner Boice said that Elkton has its own library that is independent from the library system and would remain that way. Commissioner Boice went on to say that, though Sutherlin has opted out, they would have the option to opt back in. The anticipation is that, since they opted out, their library would not be a part of the district. Mrs. Brouillard asked about library services for those living outside of the district. To this, Commissioner Boice stated it would be up to the elected board. He then iterated that currently everyone who resides within Douglas County will get to vote except those living within Elkton or Sutherlin city limits. Mrs. Brouillard closed asking for votes for the library. 

Sue Westbrook 674 NE Wait St., Myrtle Creek 
Ms. Westbrook asked how the tax will be divided up. Commissioner Boice said it would be up to the board. Ms. Westbrooks asked who will be on the board and if it is too late to file for a position. Commissioner Boice answered that it will be a 5 member board but it is too late to sign up.

Bud Kovachy SE Main, Canyonville 
Mr. Kovachy asked if there is anyway a non-government or non-profit can be formed if the bond doesn’t pass.  Commissioner Boice said these ideas have all been on the table before. There is a group of people in the community that want this to pass because it is the best viable option. The County does not have the funding. Long term stability with other options is not there.  Commissioner Boice stated that, county wide, solutions are trying to be found to continue current services without the historical revenue that was once available.

Hannah Meril 664 NE Christian St., Myrtle Creek
Ms. Meril questioned whether services for staff would continue to be offered. Mr. Boice said that would be up to the elected board but recommended that those services be contracted through the county. 


CONSENT AGENDA
Approval of August 16, 2016 Council Meeting Minutes

Motion was made by Councilor Black and seconded by Councilor Stevens to approve the minutes of September 20, 2016 as presented.  Discussion: 
Vote:  Motion passed unanimously.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]

REGULAR AGENDA

Declaring Surplus Equipment 
Motion was made by Councilor Black and seconded by Councilor Harris to declare the 1996 Dodge utility pickup surplus property.  Discussion: City Administrator Negherbon pointed out the 96 dodge that needs to be liquidated. Councilor Stevens said he would like to consider repurposing it for advertisement use for the city. Councilor Black stated that it wouldn’t be a good idea to use it as a sign post. 
Vote: Motion passed unanimously 

Acceptance of Grant from State Parks Department
Administer Negherbon submitted his staff report as written and clarified the location. The city administrator also mentioned the new route of the walking path along the creek at Millsite Park.

Motion was made by Councilor Stevens and seconded by Councilor Kusler to authorize the Mayor to sign grant agreement LG16-024 on behalf of the City of Myrtle Creek.  Discussion: Councilor Harris commended Dan Van Cleave for his hard work thus far on the project. Councilor Stevens asked what terms came with the grant. City Administrator Negherbon explained that the land must be used as a park for 20 years. 
Vote: Motion passed unanimously 
 
DEPARTMENT REPORTS

City Administrator 
City Administrator Sean Negherbon discussed the procedure for the electronic packet and told the council they would all be getting city issued email addresses. He explained that Dropbox would be synced to each iPad and the council packet, along with the handbook fees, council goals, and the city charter, would be accessible. Because all items will be kept in hard copy form at City Hall there will be no violation of Public Record law. City Administrator Negherbon spoke about the LOC conference he recently attended and urged councilors to attend next year.

CITIZENS HEARD ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS

Mayor and Councilor – Committee Reports and Councilor Comments

Councilor Black noted that she had been interested to hear from Commissioner Boice and was pleased with what he had to say. 

Councilor Kusler asked if any of the council had read the Urban Renewal District for Winston that was attached to council packets at the previous meeting. Councilor Kulser stated that he would be interested in pursuing plans for our city. 

Councilor Stevens said he was pleased to see the Council Goals posted in the chamber. He asked City Administrator Negherbon about the recent audit. Administrator Negherbon replied that we will not hear back until November. Councilor Kusler praised the city for being one of few that have regular audits. Councilor Stevens asked about information on the OLCC fees, to which City Administrator Negherbon said the maximum fee the city can charge a business is $35.00. Council directed staff to make a report for the next meeting. 

Students Report
Student Representative Jade Standford-Whightsil introduced herself. She spoke of South Umpqua High Schools ongoing renovations including the roof and interior paint. She informed the council of her involvement in gaining a grant for the paint. Currently efforts are being made to erect a statue of the lancer mascot in front of the school.   
 
Mayor Report
Mayor Brouillard reminded council of the City Administrator’s evaluation that will soon be approaching. 

ADJOURNMENT
Mayor Brouillard adjourned the regular meeting of the City Council for October 4, 2016 at 6:58 p.m.



							             ____________________________
							                     Ken Brouillard, Mayor

Attest:	___________________________
	Joshua Norton 
	City Recorder
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