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CITY OF MYRTLE CREEK
REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL

  



DATE:				October 20, 2015

PLACE:				Council Chambers, 207 NW Pleasant St., Myrtle Creek, Oregon

PRESIDING OFFICER:		Mayor Ken Brouillard

COUNCILORS PRESENT:	Council President Allan Kusler; Councilors:  Gail Black, Henry Stevens, Susan Harris and Ken Schmidt

A quorum was present throughout the meeting.

STAFF IN ATTENDANCE:	City Administrator Sean Negherbon, City Recorder Carolyn Shields, Public Works Director Andrew Albee, Police Chief Don Brown, Fire Chief Brandon Everett and Assistant Fire Chief Tom Kuntz

CALL TO ORDER:			Mayor Brouillard called the October 20, 2015 meeting to order at 5:30 PM  


CONSENT AGENDA
Part I – Approval of October 6, 2015 Council Meeting Minutes

Motion was made by Councilor Stevens and seconded by Councilor Harris to approve the consent agenda as presented in the October 6, 2015 council packet.  Vote:  Motion passed unanimously.  

Part II – Approval of Payroll & Claims Report for September, 2015

Motion was made by Councilor Black and seconded by Councilor Schmidt to accept the payroll and claims report for September, 2015.  Discussion:  Councilor Schmidt stated he did not receive a check this month from the city for his business.  Vote:  Motion passed unanimously.  

Part III – Acknowledge Receipt of City Committees/Commission Reports

Motion was made by Councilor Harris and seconded by Councilor Black to acknowledge receipt of Part III of the Consent Agenda as presented in the October 20, 2015 Council Packet.  Discussion:  Councilor Stevens had a question regarding the abbreviations on the court fines report.  Vote:  Motion passed unanimously.  

CITY ADMINISTARTOR & OTHER DEPARTMENT REPORTS
Finance Officer
Finance Officer, Eadie Calkins, submitted her report into record through City Administrator Negherbon as she was unable to attend the meeting.  Mr. Negherbon said the auditors were at City Hall last week and finished their preliminary audit for the city.  They will report back to Council at a later date.  Councilor Kusler asked how much does the audit cost the City?  City Administrator Negherbon replied the cost of the audit is $16,000.00 which includes additional costs of the special audit for grants received with special funds, including the water department loan.

Police Department
Police Chief Don Brown submitted his report into record and also stated they recently participated in “Safety Day” at the Myrtle Creek Elementary School with the K-5 grades.  Chief Brown stated they talked with the kids about Halloween Safety and what is good to wear in order to be very visible and also talked about candy safety, safety in crossing the streets, and stranger danger.  The Police Department also recently participated in the Challenge of Heroes in which they did beat the Fire Department.  

Chief Brown also spoke about the assistance that was given to help coordinate security along with the Sheriff’s Office for Rebeaka Carnes’ Memorial Service.  There were 18 uniformed Police Officers and over 200 motorcycles attending the memorial service at South Umpqua High School.  There were no protestors that showed up as anticipated from the Westboro Baptist Church.  Mayor Brouillard asked Police Chief Brown to elaborate to the Council regarding the role Myrtle Creek Police Department had in the events on October 1st.  Police Chief Brown stated they did not go to UCC in fact at first they thought the shooting was a drill then realized it was the real thing.  Officer Malek was on duty with Chief Brown and they pulled up the map and realized the two Douglas County Sheriff Officers were already past Myrtle Creek heading north and so they decided to stay in the area and cover Douglas County from Winston to Glendale.  Chief Brown even handled two calls for Reedsport over the phone.  

Fire Dept.
Fire Chief Brandon Everett told the Council about their upcoming events that begin in November.  The Fire Department will be hosting Casino night and they will also begin their fund raising efforts for the Clothe a Child program.  

Public Works Department
Public Works Director, Andrew Albee, submitted his report into record as written.  He also elaborated on the recent Northwest Membrane Water Operator’s Association workshop hosted by Myrtle Creek on October 1, 2015.  They had a couple people from as far away as Montana and Pennsylvania attend.  A tour of the water plant was given and it was well received.  Mr. Albee also stated they are having trouble getting the paver to show up to fix pot holes.  The problem may be weather related.  The Small Cities Allotment Grant was successfully awarded to the City of Myrtle Creek recently.  The grant is for an overlay on Plaza Drive.  

Councilor Stevens asked if there will be a fire hydrant put at the dog park.  City Administrator Negherbon replied he has some ideas for items to be put in the dog park.  Public Works Director Albee stated there is a broken fire hydrant that does need replacing however fire hydrants are not an easy fix.  

REGULAR AGENDA
Re-appoint Robert Chaney to the Budget Committee for another Term

Motion was made by Councilor Schmidt to approve the appointment of Robert Chaney, Sr. to the Budget Committee for another three year term.  Second to the motion was made by Councilor Black.  Vote:  Motion passed unanimously.  

Mayor Brouillard confirmed there are two open positions on the budget committee and spoke about the duties of the budget committee.

ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS
Ordinance No. 801; an Ordinance Repealing Myrtle Creek Municipal Code, Chapter 3.25 Establishing a Tax on the Sale of Marijuana and Marijuana – Infused Products and Declaring an Immediate Effective Date 

Motion was made by Councilor Black to approve Ordinance No. 801; an Ordinance Repealing Myrtle Creek Municipal Code, Chapter 3.25 Establishing a Tax on the Sale of Marijuana and Marijuana – Infused Products and Declaring an Immediate Effective Date.  Second to the motion was made by Councilor Harris.  Discussion:  Councilor Kusler asked if the city will be imposing a tax.  City Administrator Negherbon stated the ability to tax will be up to the voters in November, 2016 and if that should pass then the city would receive the 3% tax in its entirety.  The city would also get a share of the tax levied by the State similar to that of what we receive for cigarettes and alcohol.  Councilor Kusler then asked why the City of Myrtle Creek is not on the list banning the sale of marijuana.  He has seen the list of small cities that are banning the sale of marijuana in their towns and we are not on it.  Mayor Brouillard stated we have talked about banning marijuana in the city but we have not taken action on this matter.  He further stated if the City Council chooses this course of action then it would be up to the voters to ban marijuana sales in the city in the November 2016 election.  Councilor Stevens questioned why the ordinance has to be repealed rather than amended.  City Administrator Negherbon replied the legislature is requiring the question of taxing marijuana to be decided by vote and not Council action.   Councilor Stevens stated this ordinance was passed in good conscious and believed it was the right of the City Council to impose a tax on marijuana.  Councilor Stevens also stated because the ordinance was passed before the Oregon Legislature imposed their criteria, he felt the City’s ordinance should stand.  City Administrator Negherbon told Councilor Stevens that yes that argument could be made however the League of Oregon Cities is not going to assist cities in fighting the criteria because they feel it is a losing battle and the city will lose if they choose to take a stand against the Oregon Legislature.  Councilor Stevens then asked how much it would cost the city to hold an election.  City Administrator Negherbon replied if the question is put to the voters in a general election then there is no cost to the city.  Vote:  Motion failed because it was not a declared express unanimous vote as required by City Charter Section 30(2).  Roll Call:  Yea votes were cast by Councilors Black, Schmidt, Kusler and Harris.  Nay vote was cast by Councilor Stevens.

CITIZENS HEARD ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS
[bookmark: _GoBack]Pam McDermott, 2568 N. Myrtle Rd., Myrtle Creek, Oregon.  Ms. McDermott came before the City Council asking the Council to support Douglas County Sheriff John Hanlin for how he handled the UCC shooting by not speaking the name of the alleged shooter and also his recent comments regarding gun control.  Due to the heated opposition nationally Ms. McDermott felt if the City of Myrtle Creek were to officially support Sheriff Hanlin then other cities would follow.  By consensus the Council agreed that any support of Sheriff Hanlin should be made by individuals and not the City Council speaking for the citizens of Myrtle Creek.  The Council felt it was not their position to know the mind of the community without knowing how the Myrtle Creek citizens felt on the matter. Ms. McDermott stated there are many people supporting Sheriff Hanlin by putting a blue light on their porch at night. 

Sue Westbrook, 674 NE Waite St., Myrtle Creek, Oregon.  Ms. Westbrook stated the Myrtle Creek Grange is alive and well.  They meet the second Friday of the month at 8:00 p.m. and every fourth Friday of the month they hold a bingo game.  She wanted to extend an open invitation for anyone who would like to attend or join the Myrtle Creek Grange.  

Ted Romas, 271 Indian Lane, Myrtle Creek, Oregon.  Mr. Romas wanted to let the Council know that tomorrow is, “South Umpqua Serve Day,” where all the high school students from South Umpqua will be bussed around the communities of Myrtle Creek and Canyonville to volunteer for various projects.  Some of the projects will include re-staining Millsite Park Kiosk located at 4th Avenue and Volunteer Way.  

Joe Glaspie, 1416 Bilger Creek Rd., Myrtle Creek, Oregon.  Mr. Glaspie stated while he doesn’t totally agree with all of Sheriff Hanlin’s ideology however he did a fantastic job handling the UCC shooting under statewide and national pressure.  Mr. Glaspie further stated Ms. McDermott’s request is really a type of grass roots effort where you get support from your neighbors and friends.  He went on to say that he understood the Council can’t speak for the people without a vote but he did think that Ms. McDermott’s cause is worthwhile.  Perhaps doing a petition to gather names supporting Sheriff Hanlin would be the route Ms. McDermott should move towards.  

Paulette Jones, 108 Silvercrest Dr. Myrtle Creek, Oregon.  Ms. Jones stated she was actually contacted by the Brady Campaign, which is located in New York, and they wanted her to sign a petition against Sheriff Hanlin.  She further stated that she wanted the Council to be aware the smear campaign against Sheriff Hanlin is very real.  The Brady Campaign is having people that don’t live in Douglas County sign their petition against Sheriff Hanlin and Ms. Jones felt this is what Ms. McDermott is trying to stand up against.  

City Administrator 
City Administrator Sean Negherbon reminded the Council of the Strategic Goal Setting work session from 9:00 a.m. to noon on Saturday, October 31st.  He stated the coordinator may be contacting them personally in the next week in order to set up a framework for the meeting.  The Council will also hold a work session on Tuesday, November 10th for training with League of Oregon Cities representative to go over the prescribed ways to evaluate the city administrator.  

New chairs have been purchased for the Council Chamber and Community Center along with 10 new tables for the Community Center.  The new chairs and tables will not be allowed to be used outside the Community Center however the old tables and chairs will be used for various functions, including the Summer Festival.

The City Council will need to address whether to ban dispensaries in Myrtle Creek or not.  This item will be presented in a future council agenda.  Mayor Brouillard asked Mr. Negherbon to bring the item to the next council meeting because they will need time to debate the issue 

MAYOR AND COUNCILOR
Committee Reports and Councilor Comments
Councilor Kusler stated he would like to see the Planning Commission review the 10’ side yard setback criteria for reconsideration.  He stated that he does not agree with the present standards and would like to see the criteria changed along with the variance fee of $300.00.  Councilor Kusler stated he didn’t think other cities had a 10’ setback rather the norm is 5’ for side yard setbacks

Councilor Black said she attended the vigil service held Sunday evening in Millsite Park and a citizen approached her regarding the sanction against memorial plaques in the parks.  Councilor Black questioned if there shouldn’t be some type of a remembrance for the two Myrtle Creek ladies killed during the UCC shooting.  Why a variance couldn’t be made for this instance as something to honor them so they are never forgotten.  She would like to see something as a Council to be done to honor their memories.  Councilor Kusler stated he doesn’t agree as this item should go before the Park Commission first.  He also stated he didn’t want to set precedent by creating a variance to the memorial regulations put in effect by the Park Commission.  Discussion then ensued regarding buying a paver brick with just the names on it.  Councilor Kusler suggested a brick with their name on it and including the words, “UCC Strong.” 

Motion was made by Councilor Kusler to purchase two paver bricks for the South Umpqua Memorial Pool with each of the ladies’ names on them and designate the funds from the city council line item.  Second to the motion was made by Councilor Schmidt.  Discussion:  Councilor Black suggested the ladies names be printed showing their date of birth through October 1, 2015 and “UCC Strong” on each brick.  Councilor Kusler suggested the Mayor contact the family members for a dedication ceremony when the bricks are laid.  Mayor Brouillard clarified the purchase would be for two bricks rather than one.  Vote: Motion passed unanimously.

Councilor Schmidt stated at the time when it was decided to go to two meetings a month it was during the time of raising rates and building the water treatment plant.  Now that we have the water plant on line should the city go back to having one meeting a month instead of two?  By consensus of the Council it was decided to keep the meetings to two a month since this does shorten the length of the meetings.  

Councilor Stevens stated the message by Pam McDermott was well taken.  Having blue lights for the front porch in support of Sheriff Hanlin is a good idea.  Councilor Stevens also asked about the Library and how the budget cuts have affected the Myrtle Creek branch.  Councilor Black, as Council Liaison, stated the hours have been cut but they are still open.  The Library is still seeking the idea of a district but more thoughts on that will be forthcoming.  

Councilor Harris announced next month’s downtown wine walk.

ADJOURNMENT
Mayor Brouillard adjourned the regular meeting of the City Council for October 20, 2015 at 6:52 PM.



							             ____________________________
							                     Ken Brouillard, Mayor


Attest:	___________________________
	Carolyn D. Shields, CMC
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