
CITY OF MYRTLE CREEK
REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL

  



DATE:				September 1, 2015

PLACE:				Council Chambers, 207 NW Pleasant St., Myrtle Creek, Oregon

PRESIDING OFFICER:		Mayor Ken Brouillard

COUNCILORS PRESENT:	Council President Allan H. Kusler; Councilors:  Gail Black, Henry Stevens, Susan Harris and Ken Schmidt 

A quorum was present throughout the meeting.

STAFF IN ATTENDANCE:	City Administrator Sean Negherbon and City Recorder Carolyn Shields 

CALL TO ORDER:			Mayor Brouillard called the September 1, 2015 meeting to order at 5:29 PM   

PUBLIC PRESENTATIONS
Letter from Myrtle Creek Tri City Area Chamber of Commerce 
Paulette Jones, 108 Silvercrest Court, Myrtle Creek, Oregon.  Ms. Paulette, representing the Myrtle Creek/Tri City Area Chamber of Commerce spoke to the Council regarding the follow up on the suggested entrance signs into Myrtle Creek advertising local business continued service since 1893.  She stated they are working on a marketing program and will keep open communication regarding the re-branding of the community.  Also mentioned was the idea to have the Chamber of Commerce submit their meeting minutes in the council packet in order to provide the Council with information on what the Chamber is doing.  Ms. Jones also spoke about the recent Health Department fees that Douglas County has raised 40% and questioned the hardship that local businesses will be facing with the increased fees.  

CONSENT AGENDA
Approval of minutes of the regular City Council meeting for August 18, 2015

Motion was made by Councilor Stevens to approve the minutes of August 18, 2015.  Motion was seconded by Councilor Black.  Vote:  Motion passed unanimously.

REGULAR AGENDA
Liquor License Application from El Azteca Restaurant
Daniel Green, project manager for El Azteca Restaurant, spoke to the Council regarding the application for  liquor license submitted by El Azteca Restaurant.  He stated they are in the final stages of their remodel project of the former Myrtle Creek Hotel and are excited about the new look and changes made to the interior.  They have had quite an extensive remodel in updating the building to meet current Oregon building codes.  They hope to be open by the middle of October.  

Motion was made by Councilor Black to approve the liquor license application for El Azteca Restaurant from 216 N. Main Street to 335 N. Main Street, Myrtle Creek, Oregon.  Second to the motion was made by Councilor     Harris.  Discussion:  Councilor Stevens asked if there have been any issues with serving alcohol at their current location.  Mr. Green replied they monitor how they distribute alcohol to their customers and do not over serve.  Councilor Harris asked if their seating number will expand from the previous location.  Mr. Green stated there will be about 16 seats compared to the 20 they currently have.  There will be an overflow room they can utilize for large parties and this will actually add more seats for private parties.  Vote:  Motion passed unanimously.

Glenn Hayter, 975 Laurance Street, Myrtle Creek, Oregon.  Mr. Hayter spoke to the Council regarding the need of a city ordinance requiring citizens to put their garbage cans off the street after the disposal company has emptied their trash cans.  He said many of his neighbors are leaving their trash cans on the sidewalk or street curb and it is going to get worse now that the county dump is charging and more people have signed up for curbside service.  

ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS
Resolution No. 15-13; a Resolution Supporting Second Amendment Rights 
Mayor Brouillard read the resolution in full into record.

Councilor Kusler asked what this resolution has to do with the City.  Councilor Stevens answered by stating he asked for the resolution to reinforce the City’s support of the Second Amendment.  

Toni McDermott, 863 NE Maple Ave., Myrtle Creek, Oregon.  Ms. McDermott stated there are many times lately that the legislature has handed down unfunded mandates which make it difficult for small cities.  One of those mandates is the background checks and fingerprinting requirement to sell and buy handguns.  She told how recently due to her volunteering with CASA she is required to be fingerprinted however due to the backlog created by the mandate, the Roseburg Police Department said they could not fingerprint at this time and to contact the Myrtle Creek Police Department because they have the manpower and time to fingerprint.  Ms. McDermott questioned whether this was something that they should be recommending our police department for.  She questioned if this is the type of information that should be given out as it sounds like our police department has a lot of free time.  Ms. McDermott also questioned whether charging $25.00 was sufficient and if people who live outside the city limits should be charged a higher fee.  Mayor Brouillard pointed out the Police Chief is not in attendance at the meeting tonight and asked the Council to hold their questions regarding this matter when the Police Chief can give his answers in person regarding this topic.  

Motion was made by Councilor Stevens to approve Resolution No. RES 15-13; a Resolution Supporting Second Amendment Rights.  Second to the motion was made by Councilor Schmidt.  Vote:  Motion passed unanimously.  

Resolution No. 15-14; a Resolution Authorizing Transfer of Funds for the Budget Year 2015-2016 within the Water Fund 
Mayor Brouillard read the title of Resolution No. RES-15-14 into record.

Motion was made by Councilor Black to approve Resolution No. 15-14; a Resolution Authorizing Transfer of Funds for the Budget Year 2015-2016 within the Water Fund.  Second to the motion was made by Councilor   Kusler.  Vote:  Motion passed unanimously.  
City Administrator Evaluation Forms Critique
The Council reviewed two different styles of evaluation forms as submitted in the council packet.

Mayor Brouillard stated he recently attended the Mayor’s conference and part of the conference was a workshop regarding evaluations of the city administrator.  He found the class to be helpful and suggested the council use this resource as a tool in the next evaluation process of the city administrator.  

Suggestions from the Council were to compare other evaluation forms and to take more time to study the process.  Mayor Brouillard said he is willing to contact the speaker at the Oregon Mayor’s Conference to come to the council and speak with them about the process.  Discussion then ensued regarding the cost of inviting a speaker to the Council to help with the evaluation process.  Councilor Kusler stated he is not in favor if there is a charge.  Mayor Brouillard stated he felt the cost would be worth the effort and would support it.  Councilor Black said she would like to have the person come down and speak with the council and if the cost was minimal she would support it. Councilor Harris stated she would like to see a combined form and have someone come down to speak about the process.  Councilor Stevens stated he would like to sit back and watch the process as this is his first year to evaluate.  Councilor Schmidt stated he would like to see a different form and would like to see a more modern evaluation.  Mayor Brouillard said he would like to see the performance review list the city administrator’s goals to use as a benchmark in the evaluation process.  Mayor Brouillard stated he would get with the City Administrator and contact the spokesperson to see if they would be willing to oversee a training session.  

CITY ADMINISTRATOR & OTHER DEPARTMENT REPORTS
City Administrator Negherbon spoke to the Council regarding the Applegate Trail Property and how at the last meeting the Council voted to accept the property but now he is trying to figure out how to not be the “buyer” of the property.  He stated we want to accept the donation of the property but not be the responsible party for the sale.  Councilor Harris suggested the Historical Society could be the responsible party.  Councilor Kusler stated in closing you have to bring a cashier’s check.  The way the sale is currently written, the city would be obligated for $40,000.00 and this is what would be happening if the Mayor signed the obligation of the sale.  What if there isn’t $40,000 and what about the title insurance?  City Administrator Negherbon stated he has some thinking to do on the matter.

The Forest Service operations for the airport heliport will end tomorrow and the city will make $10,500.00 from the rental of the airport.  Also the FAA inspected the airport and they would like to see some changes made regarding the K-Bar farming operations which they feel are too close to the runway.  There is also a portion of the ground that has sloped off and they would like to see this fixed as well.  Another item they would like to see happen is the paving of the apron.  City Administrator Negherbon stated the city budget does not identify a project to pave in this year’s budget however the city would like to install a digital sign at the airport to advertise local events.  

The goal setting workshop will be held on October 31, 2015.  The facilitator will come in and ask questions and he will be sending out a questionnaire to all the Councilors regarding the goals of the council.  

Recently city staff received bids for removing the cottonwood trees at the RV Park due to some close calls with branches falling on the trailers.  They are waiting for one more bid then will work on the tree removal.  

The water treatment plant screen scour project is moving along and it has now come to the city’s attention that the contractor deviated from the engineer’s design which is felt that this is the major cause of the problem.  This issue is still evolving and City Administrator Negherbon stated he will keep the Council posted on the issue.  Councilor Kusler asked if the bonding company has been contacted and also stated he would like to pursue the services of another attorney to help us resolve this issue.

MAYOR AND COUNCILOR - Committee Reports and Councilor Comments
Councilor Stevens asked if the lease money from the rental of the heliport can be used to make a larger area for the helicopters in order to keep the fire crew on the city’s property and not use the property leased by K-Bar Ranch.  City Administrator Negherbon stated he is looking into the agreement that is made with John Day airport.  Currently, Myrtle Creek is one of the few airports that do not charge a flowage fee and he is researching this avenue for the airport.  Councilor Stevens also asked if the city was looking into the seismic upgrade to its buildings and felt this should be one of the city goals to be discussed at the work session.  

Councilor Harris said she agrees with the comments brought to the Council by Mr. Hayter regarding trash cans.  She stated this is a problem in her neighborhood and there is also a family that piles trash in a utility trailer leaving an unsightly mess and smell that the neighborhood has to contend with.  Also brought up by Councilor Harris was the scrolling signs and rotating signs which include the sign on city hall and questioned whether these were non-compliant.  Councilor Harris also made note the band shell is really deteriorating and needs some repairs made to it.  She also stated the Horse Creek Covered Bridge needs painting and some electrical repairs.

Councilor Black stated the Dinner on the Bridge event went very well and commended city staff for their help in pressure washing the bridge.  The pigeon problem remains an issue and suggested putting a net up in the rafters.  City Administrator Negherbon stated the down side in using the netting is the birds get tangled in them.  Councilor Black also thanked Mr. Negherbon for spending the day helping with the event and getting the lights on the bridge to work.  

Councilor Schmidt stated he agreed with the garbage can issue and would like to have the city look into an ordinance.  The sign at the airport will really help bring notice to community events and would like city staff to pursue this project.  He is also looking forward to the goal setting session.  Councilor Schmidt told Mr. Negherbon to not give up on the water treatment problem and also suggested there should be enough money to put in two RV sites at the airport.  

Councilor Stevens asked if the garbage can had been ordered for Oak Street.  City Administrator Negherbon replied the trash can has been ordered.  Mayor Brouillard cautioned the Council to be careful in reacting to something brought before them on the same night.  Councilor Harris said she would like to see the purchase of ashtray cans in order to replace the coffee cans located in front of the tavern on Main Street.  It is not a good reflection of how the downtown should look like.

Mayor Brouillard stated he would like to see staff pursue the street name change for the Myrtle Creek Airport in favor of naming the driveway into the airport in order to honor former Mayor Bob Cotterell.  Also brought up by Mayor Brouillard was the need to see the city expand its urban growth boundary.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]Mayor Brouillard also mentioned the Small Cities Region IV meeting to be held on September 10, 2015 in Jacksonville.  Councilor Stevens asked to be registered along with his wife, Lanie.  Mayor Brouillard said he would be helping to serve lunch with the Senior Volunteer Service that is recognizing community volunteers.  He also attended the opening of the Samaritan Inn located in Roseburg which is a house set up for women and children who have no place to go.  He also stated he will be attending the League of Oregon Cities Conference in Bend on September 24, 25 and 26th.  

ADJOURNMENT
Mayor Brouillard adjourned the regular meeting of the City Council for September 1, 2015 at 7:13 PM.

 


							             ____________________________
							                     Ken Brouillard, Mayor

Attest:	___________________________
	Carolyn D. Shields, CMC	
	City Recorder
Myrtle Creek City Council
Regular Minutes of September 1, 2015
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